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USD grasps for hope in light of tragedy

In Brief

BY VANESSA GUZMAN
MANAGING EDITOR

BY MARY BETH
BARKER
NEWS EDITOR

Privilege and Identity
Week begins Monday
Associated Students
Multicultural Issues will
sponsor Privilege and
Identity Week beginning
Mon., April 23 and running
through Fri., April 27.
The week will feature
events ranging from a weeklong display of photographs
of USD workers to a Mul
ticultural Fiesta on Wed.,
April 25 in front of the UC.
For complete informa
tion (including a detailed
schedule of Wednesday's
Privilege and Identity
conference) please visit
www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents.

Ttirn in housing applica
tions before it is too late
The deadline for oncampus housing is tomor
row, Fri., April 20. A $250
deposit must be made to the
cashier's office by 4:30 p.m.
in order to recieve a sign-up
time.
Students must also fill
out online forms to order
a meal plan and request
roommates, which must be
submited before recieving a
sign-up time.
Housing sign-ups will
begin April 30 and continue
until May 4.

Golf tournament benefits
charity
The International Buisness Council is hosting the
third annual charity golf
tournament on April 21 at
12:30 p.m.
Participation costs $75
and proceecds will benefit
Project Active, an organiza
tion that sposors sports
in order to diffuse world
tension.

Days after what has been
dubbed the worst rampage
shooting in US history, com
munities and college campuses
everywhere continue to mourn
and react to the massacre of 33
people at Virginia Tech.
On Monday morning in
Blacksburg, Va., a gunman
shot and killed two people in
a dormitory near the Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State
University campus. More than
two hours later, Tech student
Cho Seung-Hui killed 30
people, including himself, in
an engineering hall according
to reports by MSNBC. At least
15 others were wounded and
sustained other injuries.
In the aftermath of both
shootings, the Virginia Tech
campus community searched
for answers to their questions,
enraged at their late notice of
a first shooting and an insuf
ficient e-mail warning by the
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Peace murals are available all over campus for students to express sympathy and reactions.
university. As the investigation
unravels, information given by
authorities in terms of crime
details and motive have lead to
more questions and speculation
across the nation.
Like many, USD Ethnic
Studies professor Michelle
Jacob's reaction to Monday's
massacre was denial, then

shock. As a resident faculty
member in Manchester, she
took action earlier this week to
unify people and create a peace
mural.
"I just wanted to do some
thing to bring us closer because
I don't think that tragedies
should be ignored. We should
learn from this and honor those

that have been hurt," Jacob said.
"...Everyone that hears about
this event will be wounded in
some way."
One person that signed the
mural for peace was senior
Kerry Butts. "I was just in
shock, as was everyone else

See VIRGINIA, page 4

CEO of International Crisis Group
visits
IPJ
to
discuss
mass
atrocities
student film

USDtv holds

BY COURTNEY
HOFFMAN
STAFF WRITER

contest
BY KELLY SULLIVAN
GUEST WRITER
The USDtv staff, inspired
by the Sundance Film Festival
that they attended this past
January, has initiated a contest
for student-produced movies
with a reward of $250 and an
on-campus screening for the
winner. USDtv anchor Sundee
Manusakis, director Kelly
Mahoney and co-producer
Anderson Tram collaborated
to create the contest.
USDtv held two meetings
about the film festival March

See FILM, page 6

The continuation of crimes
against
humanity has become
a critical issue
internationally.
Vowing
"never
again" to allow
for such atrocities
to occur falls short
of the current realities that plague
the globe.
The Honorable Gareth
Evans, president and CEO of
the International Crisis Group
and former Australian cabinet
minister, discussed crimes
against humanity and the
progress made within the past
decade, while outlining the im

passes to averting mass atroci
ties and worldwide apathy last
Thursday as a part of the In
stitute for Peace and Justice's
Distinguished Lecture Series,
"Preventing Mass Atrocities:

"Conceptually the principle
of 'the responsibility to protect'
has been embraced; institution
ally, the International Criminal
Court and a number of other
ad hoc tribunals have been
established; in
practice, better
early warning
is in place [and]
many UN-led
peace efforts
have been suc
The Honorable Gareth Evans.
cessful," Evans
said.
Nonethe
less, Evans acknowledged four
Making 'Never Again' a Real main recurring problems of
ity."
global indifference that deter
Evans conceded that in the a cohesive international will to
grand scheme of things, there halt mass atrocities.
has been considerable progress
in combating complacency and See ATROCITIES, page 2
spreading the word about mass
atrocities.

"Conceptually the principle of 'the

responsibility to protect' has been
embraced,"
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the attack.
At time of print, the
area had been evacuated
and police were sent to
secure the perimeter. A
curfew was imposed in
light of the presidential
elections coming up this
weekend. Police also
banned all open-air ral
lies before elections in
order to prevent possible
violence.

Demonstrators under
attack in Uganda
Ugandan
police
opened fire
against a
crowd of people protest
ing the arrest of opposi
tion politicians in Kam
pala, Uganda.
When the demonstra
tion turned violent, three
people were killed: a
looter was shot by guards,
a stray bullet killed a
civilian and a man was
stoned to death.
Protestors also began
to attack members of
the Asian community
because of their control
over the sugar company.
Police
spokesman
Hassan Kasinje stated

they were under investi
gation for terrorism and
murder.

gests that accidents are
often covered up to avoid
fines or mine closings.

Marathon
space

Russia to create floating
power plant

runner in

American Astronaut
Sunita Williams will be
the first to run a mara
thon from space. She will
participate in this year's
Boston Marathon while
on board the International
Space Station. Williams
strapped herself to a
treadmill in order to take
part in the event.

Chinese
trapped

miners

An
underground
explosion in Baofeng,
China trapped at leas 33
miners on Monday night.
A second explosion in the
same mine complicated
rescue efforts.
China's mines are some
of the most dangerous in
the world. Independent
labor groups report up
to 20,000 deaths every
year.
Government - owned
mines only admit to 5,000
deaths, but evidence sug

Russian engineers say
the plant has a high
level of radiation se
curity.

Mammoth

skeleton

Russia is beginning up for auction
A Siberian mam
to build the world's first
floating nuclear power moth skeleton is being
plant in Severodvinsk, auctioned off in Paris,
Russia's Arctic north. France at a beginning
The plant will be called bid of $199,000. The
Akademik Lomonosov mammoth has been
and is designed to bring named "The Presi
dent" and is 12.5 feet
power to remote areas.
The power plant is high and 16 feet long.
supposed to be finished
The auction will be
in 2010, and costs are es held at an old auction
timated to be around 200 house in Paris and will
million dollars.
also include auction
The plant will oper ing off a 7.5 foot cave
ate for 12 to 15 years in bear and a 10,000 year
regions with little access old, 13.5 foot long rhi
to energy and could also noceros.
power water purification
Semi-precious me
installations.
teorite stones and a
By 2015, Russia hopes bezoar are also includ
to have seven of these ed in the auction.
floating nuclear plants
For the first time,
available, but environ bidders will also be
mentalists are skeptical.
able to place bids
They say the floating
online and user can
bases are unsafe because "virtually" attend the
of their ability to sink and auction as well using
release unhealthy chemi cameras and comput
cals into the environment. ers.

Evans addresses
peace obstacles
and gives insight

The Vista publication is written and edited by
USD students and funded by revenues generated
by advertising and a student fee. Advertising
material published is for information purposes
only and is not to be construed as an expressed
or implied endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University. The
Vista office is located in the lower level of the
University Center, room 114B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
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5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
The first copies of the newspaper are complimen
tary, all copies thereafter are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in The Vista other than
unsigned editorials are the opinions of the writers
or columnists and not necessarily those of The
Vista staff.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista
office. Letters should be limited to 300 words and
must be signed. For identification purposes, USD
identification numbers and writer's year must be
included in the letter. The Vista reserves the right to edit published letters. Any content sent to the
editor will be considered for publication unless
otherwise stated.

The problem of per
ception (getting the story
out and its gravity under
stood), the problem of re
sponsibility (confronting
traditional taboos against
internationalinvolvement
in sovereign countries'
internal affairs), the prob
lem of capacity (having
available the appropriate
institutional machinery
and resources) and the
problem of political will
(effectively mobilizing
that capacity, in the face
of competing priorities
and
preoccupations)
continue to be obstacles
to truly making "never
again" a reality.
Evans addressed each
of the issues and pro

vided some insight into
bringing about change.
The initial issue, the
obstacle of false percep
tions and getting the story
out to the public, can be
attributed, according to
Evans, to competing na
tional interests and a shift
in attention toward terror
ism, nuclear proliferation
and maintaining stability
in the Middle East.
"It is not just to get
out the information that
something bad is hap
pening, but to establish a
general recognition that
it's so bad, and so wrong,
that it cannot be ignored,"
Evans said.
Evans addressed the
second issue, the problem
of the weighty legalities
of sovereignty and the

ZAC 0RMSBYAHE VISTA

Evans discussed the responsibilities of international communities in protecting rights.

right to human interven
tion, as not about any
"right" at all, but rather
about a "responsibility"
to protect people at grave
risk.
The hopes of the
new language is to find
a ground for enabling
action, so when a state
fails to act upon its re
sponsibility to protect
its people, a secondary

responsibility will fall
upon the international
community to intervene.
As for the last two
impedes, capacity and
political
will, Evans
stressed using "hard
power" responses, which
include effective courts,
institutions and military
coercion to implement
the proper changes; he si
multaneously emphasizes

mobilizing
domestic
support, creating strong
institutions, intergovern
mental organizations and
lobbying techniques to
overcome political will.
All of this, Evans con
ceded, will be painstak
ingly built.
"At the end of the day
the case of humanity rests
simply upon humanity,"
Evans said.
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SENIOR USD
WEEK!! =007=
CLASS OF

What is Senior Week?
[sE-ny&r'wEk] n. An opportunity for undergraduate seniors to come together with their
friends and classmates to celebrate their amazing accomplishments at USD.

Monday, April 30
Senior Happy Hour
7pm -Bar West, Pacific Beach

loin us for FREE FOOD, cocktails, and the chance to mingle with your friends at our last Senior
Happy Hour before graduation!

Tuesday, May 1
FREE Coffee Day
8am-10am

Enjoy your senior privileges while you can and come get a free coffee at
Aromas, Please bring your USD ID!

Wednesday, May 2
Almost Aiumni'VA night with Dr. Lyons
7pm - Degheri Alumni Center

loin President Dr. Lyons for a dessert reception in honor of the class of 2007. Seating is limited,
so pick up your free ticket at the UC Box Office!

Mass for Peace

9pm - Founders Chapel

loin the class of 2007 and Father Mike for a mass dedicated to the seniors.

Thursday, May 3
Senior Meeting
12:15pm - Jenny Craig Pavilion

This is a meeting for all graduating seniors as important information regarding commencement
will be announced, After the meeting join us for refreshments and be apart of USD history
when we take the official class of 2007 picture.

Friday, May 4
Senior Banquet

6:30pm - The Westin Horton Plaza

Cap off your senior year with a formal evening and enjoy a cocktail hour, dinner and dancing
with your fellow seniors to celebrate your accomplishment and prepare to enter the next chap
ter of your life. Tickets are NOW AVAILABLE for $28 at the UC Box Office and online at
http://alumni.sandiego.edu (click on "Events and Activities"). Seats are limited, so buy now.
Vote for your Senior Favorites! Take a quick online survey to choose the Seniors that best rep
resent the award categories at http://www.surveymonkey.eom/s.asp?u=716093596909

E-mail pictures of you and your fellow classmates for the Slide Show to
USDSeniorBanquet@gmail.com.

SENIOR GRAD NIGHT 2007

.yes, the fun continues!
loin your graduating class for another exciting night!

Where: House of Blues, Downtown
When: Wednesday, May 23rd, 9pm-lam
Get your tickets early at the UC Box Office
for $10! $20 at the door.
Countdown to Graduation...38 days!!

STILL
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Lambda Chi Alpha raises 30k to help prevent sexual assault
BY CANDICE ASHTON
STAFF WRITER

Lambda Chi Alpha, a USD
fraternity, raised $30,000 in
one week for the Center for
Community Solutions. Lambda
Chi Alpha and USD presented
the donation to the Center for
Community Solutions (CCS),
a non-profit organization that
assists those affected by domes
tic violence or sexual assault,
during a ceremony held in front
of the UC.
The check-signing took
place on April 12. At the gath
ering, Ryan Jetton, president of
USD Lambda Chi Alpha, and
Carmen Vasquez, vice president
of student affairs, presented the
donation.CCS is a San Diego
charity that provides assistance
to sexually assaulted victims
throughout the San Diego area.
It is a full-service clinic that also
specializes in raising awareness
of such crimes.
"We chose to donate the funds
to CCS in part because Lambda
Chi Alpha wants to work with
local charities. Although we
recognize the importance of
donating to national charities,
we realized that the money
raised would have a more direct
impact on this San Diego orga
nization," Jetton said.The ma
jority of attendees at Thursday's
ceremony were also part of the

Greek community and mostly
members of Lambda Chi Alpha.
The event lasted 30 minutes and
concluded with Verna GriffinTabor, the executive director of
CCS, expressing her gratitude
towards Lambda Chi Alpha and
the USD Greek community.
The $30,000 donation for
CCS was raised through a week
long event called Watermelon
Bash. Kyle Stewart and Brett
Withycombe,
members
of
Lambda Chi Alpha, co - chaired
the event. Which began on
Tuesday, March 6 and concluded
on Friday, March 9. Throughout
the week, USD's six sororities
competed in various fundraising
activities sponsored by Lambda
Chi Alpha.
"Two thirds of the money
raised came from selling adver
tisements to local businesses,
friends and family," Jetton said.
The sororities, along with
Lambda Chi Alpha, solicited
ads that were placed in a Water
melon Bash booklet distributed
throughout USD's campus. The
sororities also competed in other
events such as a watermelon
carving competition and skit
performance competition.
Watermelon Bash is a nation
al event sponsored by Lambda
Chi Alpha chapters across the
country as a means to fundraise for various charities. The
event has not occurred at USD

Junior Ryan Jetton, president of Lambda Chi Alpha, presents a check to the Center for Community Solu
tions in an effort to help those affected by domestic violence or sexual assault.

since 2004. Every fall semester
USD's fraternities present their
ideas for a philanthropic week to
the Panhellenic Council, which
is the governing body of USD's
sororities.
The Panhellenic Council then
chooses which fraternity will
sponsor the spring semester's
event. Lambda Chi Alpha's
Watermelon Bash was chosen
for this semester.After the Wa
termelon Bash week concluded,
Jetton and Karl Hertig, Lambda
Chi Alpha financial officer,

FCDP facilitates discussions
BY STEPHANIE DAUWE
STAFF WRITER

Faculty, staff and students
flocked to the UC last Thursday
to attend a luncheon colloquium
that addressed ways to further
diversify the socioeconomic
background of the student body.
Sponsored by the Faculty
and Curriculum Development
Program, the luncheon hosted
members of the Institute of
College Initiatives. ICI is an
organization that helped USD
set up three of seven programs
established by Congress to help
underprivileged
Americans
enter college. Programs at USD
include Upward Bound, Student
Support Services, and the Ronald
E. McNair Post-baccalaureate
Achievement Program.
Under the leadership of Dr.
Evelyn Kirkley, director of
FCDP and associate professor
of theology and religious stud
ies at USD, the seminars aim to
promote diversity among USD's
faculty and student body.
"I've wanted to do a program
on socioeconomic class for a
long time," Kirkley said. "We
want to address the stereotype
that everyone at USD is wealthy
and drives a Beamer, because I
know that's not true."
Along with brief presentations

on the three federally-funded
programs, the FCDP luncheon
hosted a panel of students who
are currently involved in the
programs. The students dis
cussed their experiences with
the programs and hopes for the
future development of these op
portunities at USD.
Members of the student panel
expressed a need to promote
knowledge about these programs
to increase participation. During
discussion, an audience member
questioned why all of the grants
were not being utilized.
"Now that we have our
grants, we're in heavy recruit
ment mode," Dr. Cynthia Villis,
director of ICI said.
"With private school tuition,
it is important for students to
know about programs like this,"
Lindsay Dove, sophomore said.
"I'm sure hundreds of students
would apply if they knew the
opportunity existed."
The first of these programs,
Upward Bound, is aimed toward
students at Kearny High Edu
cation Complex who want to
attend college. Students who
participate in this program
attend a five-week summer ses
sion at USD, and are tutored by
USD students during the aca
demic year.
The second program, Student

Support Services, is a program
set up for undergraduate stu
dents at USD. SSS provides tu
toring, counseling, financial aid
and tips on study skills in order
to motivate students to do well
and successfully graduate from
USD.
The final program presented
by ICI is the Ronald E. McNair
Post-baccalaureate
Achieve
ment Program. McNair scholars
must be undergraduate students
who are planning on seeking a
PhD upon graduation.
This
program
provides
monthly seminars on the work
that goes into attainting a PhD,
lends computers to students
active in the programs and pro
vides tips on preparing for the
GRE and applying to graduate
schools.
Other events sponsored by
the FCDP feature guest speak
ers, student panels and open
discussion forums.
Throughout the rest of the
semester, the FCDP will be
holding numerous seminars in
the areas of diversity and inclu
sion. The next event will be a
breakfast workshop concern
ing social justice training and
awareness held on Thursday,
April 26 at 8:30 a.m. in UC 103.
All students, faculty and guests
are invited to attend.

spent two full days tallying the
funds.
"I started to realize how
much money we had raised and
recognized it as a great oppor
tunity for positive publicity. I
wanted to combat the negative
stereotypes that fraternities are
usually associated with and
promote that we can do good for
our community," Jetton said.
From that point Jetton took
the initiative to contact Pamela
Gray Payton from USD's Office
of Public Relations, Mandy

Womack, the director of student
organizations and Greek life,
and Vazquez.
After meeting,
press releases regarding Lambda
Chi Alpha's $30,000 donation
to CCS were distributed and the
check presentation ceremony
was planned.
The presentation was straight
to the point, and as Jetton put it,
"a step in the right direction to
recognizing the philanthropic
efforts of USD's Greek life that
really do make a difference in
our community."

Safety procedures re-evaluated
VIRGINIA, continued
in my class who was watching
the news on their laptops. This
really makes you want to ques
tion the safety of this campus,"
Butts said.
In an effort to calm the USD
community, President Mary
Lyons addressed concerns in
a campus-wide e-mail sent
Monday afternoon. Lyons said
USD has taken safety measures
in light of the Virginia Tech mas
sacre and encouraged everyone
to review safety procedures.
Chief Larry Barnett explained
that Public Safety is one of many
members of USD's Critical Inci
dent Response Team, which im
plemented campus' multi-level
response earlier this week.
They reviewed emergency
response procedures with resi
dent directors and assistants for
situations of this nature. Campus
officers, dispatchers, faculty and
staff were also updated on this
information.
Barnett said Public Safety
has a partnership with the NTI
Group, recently contracted to
provide emergency notification
services known as Connect-ED.
Connect-ED allows the USD re
sponse team to send voicemail,
e-mail and text messages in a
matter of minutes to all those
identified to receive such mes

sages. This notification system
can be used to incorporate six
different telephone contacts
and two e-mail addresses per
person.
Freshman Megan Metzger,
unaware of safety procedures
on campus, panicked when
she heard about the shootings.
"I was mostly concerned for
people that I know who go to
Virginia Tech, but I was also
scared for the campus here. I
was afraid the chaos over there
would trigger events that would
reach USD." Metzger confirmed
her friends were not injured.
In the spirit of self-reflection,
Monsignor Daniel Dillabough
said, "...this is a time to reflect
on the violence in our world and
how we can work to change the
culture of violence and death
that seems so prevalent in our
day. As the song goes, 'peace
begins with me'."
Robert Gilmore, member
of University Ministry is from
Virginia and has friends who
attend Virginia Tech, including
two ministers.
"I grew up and went to high
school not five miles from the
young man who committed this
crime," Gilmore said. He asked
that the USD community hold
the devastated community, vic
tims and the victims' families in
their prayers.
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USD politicos debate Iraq War solutions
BY NATALIE
ZANZUCCHI
EDITOR IN CHIEF

As the war in Iraq rages on
overseas, the battlefield on the
domestic front remains largely
verbal. USD's own College
Republicans and Young Dem
ocrats debated the future of the
war in Iraq last Thursday, April
12 in the IPJ Theatre. Over 60
students were in attendance
to watch the debate and ask
questions of their own.
The debate opened with a
short political history of Iraq
followed by a video presented
by Ken Wilson, senior. The
video profiled political lead
ers ranging from Madeline
Albright to Jay Rockefeller
commenting on the war in Iraq
and Saddam Hussein. Follow
ing the video Wilson opened
the debate for the Republicans
stating "It is easy to second
guess today with the benefit
of hindsight" but an "increase
in troops will help achieve sta
bility more quickly." Wilson
pointed out the differences
between Vietnam and Iraq
before turning the microphone
over to Steve Britt, senior, and
Sam Woolley, sophomore, for
the Young Democrats.
Britt began by proclaiming
his disdain for the war as a
"partisan issue" and proposed
his solution as "partitioning
the country using India and
Pakistan as a model." Woolley
cited a recent CNN poll claim
ing that six in ten Americans
would like to see the US out of

Iraq by 2008 and explained the
Republican answer to the war
in the form of a troop surge
would not be sustainable.
After both sides presented
opening arguments, Justin Calbreath, graduate assistant for
student activities and modera
tor of the debate, allowed the
Democrats to ask questions of
the Republicans and then the
Republicans of the Democrats.
Brendan
Hood,
junior,
Young Democrat, asked if a
sudden collapse in Iraq would
occur if US troops pulled out.
His question was met with
Wilson's response that there
is no governmental force to
step in, thus creating a power
vacuum.
The conversation diverged
into an argument about faulty
intelligence, whether or not
it would have been irrespon
sible for the US to act in the
first place and whether or not
the action taken was handled
properly. The Republicans
maintained the viability of a
solution in the form of a troop
surge (supported by President
Bush), while Democrats argued
for a more clear solution and
expressed continued doubt in
the success of the Republicanproposed troop surge.
After both sides were pro
vided the opportunity to ques
tion each other, the debate was
opened to the audience.
Conversation
moved
quickly between issues such
as the morality of spreading
democracy, the success of the
"War on Terror," if there are

RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA

USD College Republican debate Young Democrats over the future of Iraq.

non-military solutions to Iraq
that should be considered, the
problem of infrastructure in a
war-torn country such as Iraq
and finally an audience member
asked if both sides could pres
ent more clearly a solution to
the war in Iraq.
Britt proposed his partition
solution once again, a solution
that both sides agreed is not out
of the picture. Hood explained
that there is some disagree
ment on the Democratic side
of the debate.
"Some argue for partition,"
Hood said. "Other people be
lieve we blew our chance at
fixing Iraq." Wilson explained
the necessity of raising troop
levels to 380,000 in order to

"close the borders and enforce
stability." Wilson's proposal
requires at least five to 10
more years of US presence in
Iraq before "gradual turnover."
Matthew Donnellan, a sopho
more and College Republican,
agreed with Wilson and closed
the debate by explaining "from
this moment forth we think we
can stabilize. We have faith in
the military."
Katie Davis, senior, Chad
Storvick, sophmore, and Gerry
Conedy, junior joined Wilson
and Donnellan as panelists for
the Republicans, while Hood,
Britt and Woolley were joined
by Chris Aiello, senior, for the
Young Democrats.
Audience response during

the debate expressed agree
ment and disagreement from
all sides of the fence.
"I thought [the debate] was
pretty good, but I'm a Libertar
ian," Nathan Wolf, sophomore,
said. "It expanded my knowl
edge of possible solutions and
I think it's good to hear what
young people have to say on
the issue."
"I'm here for class - US
National Security," Josh Jacob,
senior, said. "It was a reitera
tion of the national debate with
the far right embodied by Ken
[Wilson] and the far left em
bodied by Sam [Woolley] ...
The best solution was Steve
[Britt]'s with the partition
idea."

US Doctors for Africa speaker boasts tremendous growth
BY SAM WOOLLEY
STAFF WRITER

Ted Alemayhu, founder
and CEO of US Doctors for
Africa, addressed members
of the university community
in the IPJ theater with a dis
cussion entitled "Tackling
Africa's Heath Care Crisis:
Toward Solutions in Post-

Conflict Setting."
Alemayhu's
presentation
included a brief film followed
by an outline of his interna
tionally applauded volunteer
organization's
mission
in
Africa and their goals.
US Doctors for Africa is
an eight-year-old organiza
tion that seeks to combat the
horrendous effects of disease

RYAN FISHER/THE VISTA

CEO of US Doctors for Africa, Ted Alemayhu, spoke about the
organization's growth and success in providing trained doctors to
combat disease in Africa.

in Africa by sending Western
trained doctors, nurses and
health-care professionals to
both train local physicians and
administer disease treatment.
Sub-Saharan
Africa,
a
region limited to one doctor
to every 100,000 patients,
sorely lacks the medical infra
structure necessary to combat
the ever-growing epidemics
of HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis that are crippling
the continent. USDFA is at the
forefront of the medical offen
sive.
The organization's prime
objective is to eradicate the
spread of HIV/AIDS in Africa
altogether, but its action and
subsequent success are evi
dent.
Nearly a decade ago Ale
mayhu's organization was a
pipe dream, with an office that
doubled as a bedroom and its
sole advertisement in the form
of a bumper sticker on the
founder's car.
USDFA's
luck
turned

around when a National
Public Radio producer noticed
the sticker in LA's infamous
bumper-to-bumper traffic.
The rest is history. Within
weeks Alemayhu, an ac
countant who emigrated from
Ethiopia at 13, who has no
medical background, had more
volunteers and applicants for
USDFA then he could handle.
The organization, which
claims to transcend' physi
cal borders and political bu
reaucracy, has formed key
partnerships with the likes of
The Clinton Foundation and
companies such as The World
Bank and Google.
Through these partnerships,
the USDFA plans to continue
mobilize American medical
manpower in the most efficient
and effective way possible
and at a greater level then ever
before.
On this same vein of ef
ficiency Alemayhu has pro
posed the idea of deploying
medical mobile clinics to treat

Africa's vast rural population.
USDFA's strategic and mul
tiplying partnerships will aid
the organization financially
and collaboratively in order to
achieve this mission.
Because so many African
people are infected with HIV
(25 million, or 2/3 of total in
fections worldwide), USDFA's
approach to its eradication is
one mainly of education and
prevention.
The medical mobile clinics
will provide an essential way
to promote dialogue and treat
ment of rural Africans, many
who have never been to or seen
a modern doctor in their lives.
Alemayhu believes Ameri
ca to be a "nation of immense
resources," and wants to make
positive use of the 850,00 li
censed doctors in the country.
With nods of approval from
the likes of Kofi Annan and
Jimmy Carter, the organiza
tion looks poised for contin
ued growth and success in its
colossal task.
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public safety report

Hall: At ap
proximately 11:00
a.m. Public Safety
responded to a re
port of the theft of a
university - owned
laptop computer
from a secured of
fice between 1:00
p.m. on 4/3/07 and
9:00 a.m. on 4/9/07.
Upon investigation
there were no signs
of forced entry.

four resident stu
dents were cited for by SDPD for driv
ing under the influ
noise violations.
ence.
Marian Way at Olin Hall:
At approximately
L: At approx
11:04 p.m. Public
Safety responded imately 1:36 a.m.
to a report of a ve Resident Assistants
hicle that had been cited six resident
vandalized between students for being
6:00 p.m. and 10:00 in the presence of
p.m. on 4/14/07. alcohol.
Upon investigation
the vehicle had been Missions A: At approxscratched with an imately 1:39 a.m.
unknown object on Resident Assistants
the trunk, left rear cited seven resident
bumper and right students for being
in the presence of
passenger side.
alcohol.
Alcala Vista North Lot:
At approximately
1:21 a.m. Public
Safety observed a
vehicle driving reck
lessly as it entered
the Vista's parking
area. Upon inves
tigation the driver
was suspected to be If you need help
under the influence or see something
of alcohol. SDPD was suspicious, contact
contacted and the DnKlin fiafohr
of ovt
driver, a USD stu
dent, was arrested

of the theft of a lap was found in the
top computer and resident hall room.
wallet from an unse
cured resident hall West Hill Parking Lot:
room between 5:17 At approximately
p.m. and 6:15 p.m. 7:28 p.m. Public
on 4/10/07. Upon in Safety observed a
vestigation no other fire hose cover that
items were missing had been vandal
from the room.
ized by graffiti.

Camino Hall: At ap
proximately 1:03
a.m. Public Safety re
sponded to a reports
of a flyer on a bul
San Rafael: At ap letin board that had
proximately 5:24 been set on fire.
p.m. Public Safety
responded to a com
plaint of excessive San Rafael: At ap
noise coming from proximately 12:25
a vehicle. Upon in a.m. Public Safety
vestigation the in responded to a re
dividuals were con port of the smell of
tacted and complied marijuana coming
with the request to from a resident hall
keep the noise level room. Upon investi
down.
gation five resident
students were cited
for Minor in PosesAt approx sion of alcohol and
imately 7:16 p.m. a small box of fire
Public Safety re works was confis
sponded to a report cated. No marijuana

Way at Cami
no Hall: At approxi
mately 2:28 p.m.
Public Safety re
sponded to a report
of a vehicle that had
been vandalized between 12:15 a.m.
and 8:15 a.m. on
4/14/07. Upon inves
tigation the vehicle
had been scratched
with an unknown
object along the left
side of the vehicle.
*

Laguna: At approxi
mately 10:38 p.m.
Public Safety re
sponded to a com
plaint of excessive
noise coming from a
resident hall room.
Upon investigation

USD tv initiates student film festival contest
Film, continued
29 and April 12 in order to give
students additional informa
tion and answer any questions
or concerns they had. Flyers
were dispersed throughout
campus to spark student inter
est.
Submitted films have three
requirements to fulfill: it must
be under 30 minutes, on DVD
and dropped off in the com
munication studies office. Ap
plicants will receive a confir
mation e-mail upon reciept of
their submission. The winner
of the film festival will receive
$250 and a screening of their
film, expected to take place in
the IPJ or on the lawn outside
Aromas.
The judges for the contest
will consist of students and
faculty members. The USDtv
staff feels that having students
and faculty serve as judges

will provide a basis for an
objective selection process.
Specific individuals have not
yet been chosen to judge.
USDtv opted to make the
film festival submissions ex
clusive to students.
USDtv must receive a minimum
of
five entries
in order'to
continue
with
the
contest.
This is to
ensure that
the grand
prize has
been justly
earned.
USDtv is using the film
festival to gain recognition
from the university and hope
fully acquire student involve
ment and interest in watching
USDtv.
Carly Studer is a freshman

student who is curious about
USDtv. "I already have a film
in mind that I want to put into
production," Studer, a commu
nication studies major, said.
One specific idea she has is
to produce a murder mystery;
though Studer said this could

registered student organiza
tion; USDtv is considered a
center on campus. According
to Beth Yanez, VP of AS fi
nance,
"This event is not being
funded by AS as of yet, but I
did recommend that the stud e n t s
involved
seek cosponsor
ship with
AS
an
director
or a registered
AS orga
nization
to then apply for funds." Fund
ing would be available from
the AS Budget Committee or
Inter Club Council Budget
Committee, Yanez said.
Dr. Pierson, Professor of
Communications, assisted in
the funding for the film festi

The film festival is "a different way of

expression and an outlet for students to
express themselves,"
Kelly Mahoney.

possibly be difficult to pro
duce. She planned to use her
free time during spring break
to produce the film.
The USDtv staff had dif
ficulty finding funding for the
film festival and was not able
to gain financial support from
AS because USDtv is not a

val, donating the grand prize
of$250.
Pierson states the reason
for his contribution to the film
festival is because he feels,
"encouraging student film is
important."
He was encouraged by the
amount of energy that was
put into arranging the event
and the excitement of the stu
dents.
Kelly Mahoney states that
she hopes this will "increase
publicity for USDtv and bring
in new ideas overall." She
also says that the film festival
is, "a different way of expres
sion and an outlet for students
to express themselves."
The expectations USDtv
has for the film festival is that
it will become a recognizable
event on campus. Manusakis
said, "Hopefully it will gain
more popularity and continue
annually."
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commitment
to accuracy
SENIOR CLASS LEGACY
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!
SENIORS, JUNIORS,
SOPHOMORES AND FRESHMEN
ARE INVITED TO APPLY!
APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE
ONLINE AT
HTTP://ALUMNI. SANDIEGO.EDU.
DEADLINE FRIDAY, MAY 4.
ESTABLISHED IN 1989
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM BY
STUDENTS, FOR STUDENTS
GRADUATING SENIORS AND ALUMNI
RAISE MONEY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
ONE OF MANY WAYS THAT USD
ALUMNI SUPPORT CURRENT STUDENTS!

Ask Alliant About Education
At our San Diego campus, we offer:
• TeachersCHO/CE preparation programs
• Early Completion Option:
California Teaching Credential in Nine Months
• Master's in Education: Teaching, offered with
the Early Completion Option or online
• Master's in Education with credential in one year
• Auditory-Oral Certificate

• School and Educational Psychology
• Master's in Education, School Psychology Credential
• Doctorate in Educational Psychology

See a mistake in this
issue?
Send corrections and
clarifications to:
Managing Editor
Vanessa Guzman
by e-mail:
vguzman@usdvista.
com

Classifieds
FOR SALE: the beach.
Call Seth,
Realtor with RE/MAX
858.869.3940.
Sand sold separately

No.Mission Beach House for rent.
Furnished. 2 Bedroom/2 Bath. 2 car
garage. Washer/dryer. Oceanside.
Available 8/31/07 for the academic year.
$1700/month. Utilities not included.
$2000 security deposit. Contact
pla615@sbcglobal.net or Pat at 925943-6727.

Last week's corrections:
*AIDS photo by Ryan
Brennan, News page 1.
*In Brief: MAZE incor
porates faith discussion
into illusion acts, News
page 1.
*Dr. Dickson chair of
the political science and
international relations de
partments, Campus Focus
page 5.

Do you like the
sound of your
own voice?

• Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL)
• Master's in Education, TESOL
• Doctorate in TESOL
' TESOL Graduate Certificate or CLAD Certificate

• Educational Leadership
• Master's in Educational Administration
Doctorate in Educational Leadership and Management
For more information,
or to attend an open house
call I -866-U-ALLIANT or

email admissions@alliant.edu
Now Accepting Applications
for Fall 2007

Write a letter to the
editor!

ALLIANT

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
Graduate School of Education

www.alliant.edu/gsoe
San Francisco • Sacramento
Los Angeles • Fresno • Irvine
San Diego • Mexico City • Online

Alliant is a private, nonprofit unrM
California iff

Colleges (WASC). Credential programs are approved by the
^^^^^^Bopportunity employer and educator.

(and then read it aloud to yourself next week)
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Residential
Learning Communities
The residence halls are more than just a place to live!
Experience life with other students who share your ideals...
Alcala Vista Apartments
• University Ministry • Social Change • Leadership •
University Terrace Apartments
• University Ministry •
Manchester Village
• Wisdom for the Real World •
Please see the Residential Learning Communities (RLC) brochure available from
your Resident Assistant or at the Office of Residential Life for additional information
regarding the exciting opportunities listed above.

New Mission Apartments and Cafe Fitness Center

Important Upcoming Deadlines
Wednesday, April 11
Last-day to sign up for Residential Learning Communities (except for Wisdom for the
Real World which will accept applications through 5 p.m. on the April 20 deadline)
Friday, April 13
Last day to sign up for "Squatter's Rights"
Friday, April 20 at 5 p.m.
Last day/time to submit campus housing application online [Please make your $250
campus housing prepayment at Cashier's Office prior to 4 p.m. when that office
closes.]

Apply online now to live on campus!
www.sandiego.edu/residentiallife

The Vista
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Virginia Tech
killings raise
safety issues

BY MAHINATUTEUR
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR

I was confused and sickened
Monday morning while watching the
news. Caught on a student's cell phone
camera, the chilling sound of consecu
tive gunshots burned the sheer magni
tude of this massacre into my mind.
Now known as the deadliest shoot
ing in America's history, the Virginia
Tech murders were a tremendous
tragedy. I can't imagine the shock and
despair that Tech students, faculty and
staff are experiencing right now, and
my heart goes out to the victims and
their families.
As of this paper's publication, all
we know so far is this: the names of
a few victims, the terrible timing of
campus-wide emails, the identity of
the gunman and the opinion that his
writings were considered disturbing.
As the details of the incident are re
vealed in the coming weeks, I'm sure
some of our questions will be resolved.
The "Why?" question could be left un
answered forever. But one will linger:
Could this loss of young life have been
prevented with more efficient campus
security?
How will this shooting spree 3,000
miles away relate to our lives here on
the hill? Of course, we assume that
it could never happen here. We are
confident that Public Safety will take
more precautions to protect students
on campus and may even institute a
campus-wide security program.
But there is only so much that can
be done. No matter how much pepper
spray we pack into our purses, how
many times we change our locks or
how tightly we shut our curtains at
night, there will always be sick people
in this world.
Senseless violent crime has been
ever present, but our generation in
particular has shown itself to be the
most vicious and deranged in recent
memory. We are getting more and
more violent, at a younger age and on
a larger scale.
Why? Many possible answers to
this dilemna have been posed: video
games, Marilyn Manson, the internet,
South Park, suburbia. None of these
explanations suffice; we must study
these outrages, not as isolated inci
dents, but as part of a much bigger
underlying problem.
What is at the core of this brutality?
I don't know. But I am sure that until
we can change how we as a society
think and relate to one another, we
will be suceptible to the whims of the
few lunatics among us. In the end, it
won't be the psychos that will destroy
us; the fear could get us first.
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The MAZE connects faith and magic
BY LAURA GIVEN
STAFF WRITER

It was a usual morning in the deli
until I witnessed a man make a girl's
sunglasses jump around on the floor
simply by waving his hands a few feet
above them. She was a prospective
student going through a campus tour,
and after an experience like that I have
no doubt she will be attending USD in
the fall. After all, what other university
offers the entertainment of a magician
during breakfast?
I was just as impressed and curious.
So when I saw the MAZE flyers around
campus advertising Wednesday's show,
I knew I had to be there. A few card
tricks, some levitation, a bit of mind
reading and several "How did they do
that!" moments later, I was not disap
pointed.
However, MAZE is not simply a
magic show - it is a Christian ministry
that uses illusions to break down barri
ers with audiences. MAZE is the vision
of Jim Munroe and Tennyson McCarty,
two illusion artists who wanted to share
their spirituality with students and en
courage them to think about their faith.
Munroe opened the show by whirl
ing his hands around a three-foot silver
pole that seemed to be dancing in mid
air, reflecting the red lights and match
ing the beat of pounding music. As the
lights came on, I looked around to see
that everyone else seemed as intrigued
and amazed as I. Next it was McCarty's
turn to impress the audience, and he
definitely succeeded as he ate a string
and then pulled it out of his stomach.
The entire crowd had a clear visual
thanks to a cameraman who filmed all

RYAN BRENNAN/fflE VISTA

Magicians Jim Munroe and Tennyson McCarty wow students with magic and message.

the acts up close and projected them
onto a large video screen.
The ooh-ing and ah-ing continued
as a blindfolded Munroe guessed what
various audience members were hold
ing in their hands through telepathy.
The real awe, however, came from
the show's finale - the "bullet catch"
- where Munroe caught a bullet in his
mouth that was shot from a gun fired by
McCarty.
During a three-minute intermission,
they announced that after the break they
would be sharing their faith and that any
audience members who thought they
might feel uncomfortable could leave.
The remainder of the show was aimed
at incorporating their spiritual message
into their acts of deception. They each
spoke of experiences in their own lives
to illustrate that they too were once
caught in the illusions of society.
"The thing about illusions in life is

Pilipino Cultural Night features a
student-written play and dances
BY DANA FLACK
STAFF WRITER

The Filipino Ugnayan Student Orga
nization had their 14th annual Pilipino
Cultural Night last Saturday in Shiley
Theater. On this particular night FUSO
members put on a play explaining their
Filipino culture to the San Diego com
munity called "Sabay Tayo Kumain: A
Story of Family, Food, and Passion."
The play was written and directed by
Erline A. Aguiluz, a member of FUSO.
"Through this play, I want to com
municate the challenge we are faced
with every day to overcome the person
al problems and distance that separate
-us from our loved ones," Aguiluz said.
The play is about the Nasinos, a
Filipino family that struggled to keep
their Filipino culture alive. The play
focuses on the distant relationships the
children have with their parents. The
children have their own dreams of what
they want to be in the future, but their
parents have something completely dif
ferent in mind for them.
When the children's grandmother
visits, she realizes the dysfunctional
state of her family and helps to bring
them back together through Filipino

culture and traditions.
The grandmother is played by Lib
erty Hebron, the President of FUSO
who had her own goals for putting on
this production.
"Each year when we put on a show,
our purpose is to open the eyes of the
audience," Hebron said.
This was FUSO's fourth play produc
tion, and they all hope that they affected
the audience with their stories.
"Our goal is to have people see what
life is like for us," Hebron said. "Hope
fully the audience can relate to one of
the characters."
Before the play, there was a pre-show
that portrayed cultural dances performed
by FUSO as well as children from Likas
Pilipinas Folk Arts.
There was also a collection of spokenword poets, which included Anthony
Blacksher, Kendrick Dial, Viet Mai and
Rudy Francisco.
"Many of us involved this year have
dedicated much of our time and efforts
to make this event enjoyable for [every
one]," Aguiluz said.
"We extend ourselves in sharing our
culture, personal experiences and hearts
to you through this production," Agu
iluz said.

that they promise good things. They
promise us happiness and freedom, but
we end up unhappy and enslaved," Mc
Carty said.
"The culture in which we live tries
very hard to keep us deceived, to keep
us in an illusion. God is what brings you
out of the illusions," Munroe added.
Sophomore Kelly McCarty appreci
ated the magicians' message and was
extremely proud to see her cousin on
stage. "It meant a lot to me to see Ten
nyson share what's important to him
with the people in my community,"
McCarty said.
The show ended as it began, with
Munroe spiraling his hands around
the dancing pole. This time, however,
the lights were turned on to reveal the
strings he used to pull off the illusion.
"We can dress ourselves up in dark
ness," Munroe said. "But really, we are
nothing more than this."

Five things you
should know... about
the United Front
Multicultural Center
1. Multicultural Night: This fun
night is an annual tradition- it in
cludes food and entertainment from
around the world.
2. NCORE: The United Front
sends a select group of student
leaders to the National Conference
on Race and Ethnicity every year.
The group receives an all-expensespaid trip to the conference site and
comes back from their experience
empowered to make a difference.
3. Hate Crimes Awareness Week:
The UF, in partnership with AS, puts
on a week full of events to educate
the campus community about hatemotivated incidents.
4. United Front Leadership
Council: This was created to help
the presidents of diverse UF organi
zations develop into strong leaders.
5. Rainbow Educators: This or
ganization is a group of students,
staff, alumni and faculty who give
workshops to the USD community
on sexual orientation and other di
versity issues.
STATISTICS COMPILED BY RHIANNON T0TH
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First annual Salsa Night introduces Mexican culture to students
BY DAVINA COADY
STAFF WRITER

Green, yellow and red balloons,
streamers and decorations covered the
walls and tables of the UC Forums.
Salsa music played and traditional
Mexican food was provided, creat
ing a fun atmosphere for students and
guests to experience Mexican culture
on campus last Friday.
"We wanted to think of an event that
would unite the USD community. A
lot of the club members are under 21,
and San Diego is a 21 and up town so
we decided to do something everyone
could be involved in," Valerie Lizarraga, publicity officer for MEChA, said.
This is the first year USD had a Salsa
Night, which began at 6:30 p.m. The
night was organized to bring younger
students together and familiarize them
with Mexican culture. MEChA has
been planning the event since early
February. They were happy to have the
assistance and co-sponsorship from AS,
which helped get the word out to stu
dents. AS promoted the event on Unet
and their homepage.
"Are you brave enough?" was the
theme of Salsa Night, which was dis
played on posters all over campus to
get students interested. MEChA lived

up to their challenge, and students had
their courage constantly tested through
out the night.
Immediately students were dared to
be brave enough to try the orange col
ored spicy salsa labeled "BEWARE!"
Also provided at the free event was tra
ditional Mexican food such as chicken
and beef quesadillas, guacamole and
various salsas.
Further implementing Mexican and
Latin American culture, the event of
fered free salsa dancing lessons after
dinner. For about thirty minutes students
packed the dance floor and were in
structed on the basic steps of salsa. With
an overwhelming number of women
present, the few men were rotated
around the floor to different partners. To
be fair to everyone, each woman danced
with a male partner at least once.
"It was great to learn about salsa
dancing and actually get the opportu
nity to show off some of my new skill,"
Gina Dauzat, sophomore, said.
After the salsa dancing instructional,
students were encouraged to try out their
new moves with the live band. Primo, a
local San Diego band, performed vari
ous Mexican tunes from 7:30 p.m. until
closing at 10:30 p.m.
At one point in the night Primo in
vited female students on stage to show

DAVINA COADY/THE VISTA
Students showed off their newfound salsa dancing skills to live music after a lesson.

off their salsa skills. Seven girls swayed
to the Mexican style drums and rhyth
mic beat with the band members. The
audience stopped dancing to watch and
cheer on the girls' performance.
"Originally I went to Salsa Night
for credit toward my Spanish class, but

the event was worth a lot more than the
credit. It was definitely fun," Dauzat
said.
The UC was packed with students the
entire night. Most students stayed until
closing, munching on left-over food and
salsa dancing late into the night.

USD Greeks sympathetic to DePauw's fat sister purge
BY SAMANTHA SHOREY
STAFF WRITER

The sorority scandal at DePauw Uni
versity doesn't involve skinny-dipping
or frat parties. According to Newsweek
magazine, the Delta Zeta chapter at
DePauw in Indiana has "purged" 23 of
the 35 chapter members based on hair
color and dress size.
"There's no one left in that house
bigger than a size 10," Joanna Kieschnick who left Delta Zeta out of
respect for her sisters who were given
"alumnae status," said. It has also been
speculated that race may have been a
factor; the majority of the members
from non-Caucasian backgrounds were
asked to leave. There were others who
were described as "socially awkward,"
one of which was a former chapter

president.
An official statement from Delta Zeta,
posted on its website, claims that the
decisions were based solely on the in
dividuals' lack of commitment to future
recruitment efforts. The press release
states.that "any statement otherwise is
inaccurate and misleading and we are
saddened that any member would feel
this way."
At USD, students both inside and out
side the Greek system have expressed
their opinions on the issue. Alanna Strei,
vice president of membership of Kappa
Kappa Gamma, agrees with Delta Zeta's
actions. "National [headquarters] wants
a good chapter. Otherwise there is no
purpose," Strei said. She argues that
because of the philanthropic causes that
are central to most sororities, Delta Zeta
is technically a money-making venture.

Having a strong chapter contributes to
the sorority's ability to continue exist
ing and helping the community. "I can
understand [the situation] if the girls are
super-duper-blah."
Deidra Schwab, a member of Kappa
Alpha Theta's Depauw chapter, dis
agrees. "Delta Zeta should have been
more realistic. Fat and ugly is not a
reason to cut the bonds of sisterhood.
They had their chance during recruit
ment," Schwab said.
Many people agree that the issue is
not the selection of members but the
fact that already initiated members of
the sorority were asked to leave. Tyler
Vanderschaaf, the recruitment chair for
the fraternity Beta Theta Pi, expressed
his opinion on the issue. "You already
got to pick," Vanderschaaf said. "The
luxury of choice was in recruitment.

Once you have been initiated you're a
member, how do you question that?"
Caitlin Kavanaugh, member of Alpha
Delta Pi, has a sister who is a member
of Delta Zeta at the University of San
Francisco; she was sympathetic to both
sides. "The bottom line is those girls
shouldn't have been offered bids. But
wanting a strong chapter is understand
able," Kavanaugh said. When the matter
hit closer to home her opinion changed.
"If that was my sister I would be furi
ous. These people have to go back to
their schools and face all these people.
It's harsh [and] it's embarrassing."
Danielle Divello, a sophomore unaf
filiated with the Greek system, said ex
actly what many chapter members have
feared. "This just reinforces the stereo
types that people have about sororities,"
Divello said. DePauw has since closed
the chapter.

Senior Art Thesis'
BY TOM DOANE
STAFF WRITER

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA
Sharon's landscape photographs, taken around Ramona, lined the walls of the gallery.

Last week, senior Lauren Sharon's
art thesis was shown in the Sacred Heart
Gallery. The photography display was
entitled "Landscapes at Night."
The photos displayed were long ex
posures, a technique in which film is
developed over an indeterminate period
of time as opposed to a single moment,
of landscapes in the surrounding area of
Ramona, California. The shots were all
done at night and were lit by flash lights
or car lights.
At first blush, the exhibit might be
seen as just an aesthetically pleasing
display, but there was a much deeper

layer at work in the compositions.
The photographs captured the
changes that the landscapes underwent
when no one would normally be watch
ing them. The photographs stacked the
individual experiences of the landscape
on top of one another.
The invitation to view her exhibit
showed a landscape with moving stars,
which could not be viewed by the naked
eye.
The result was beautiful compositions
of changing and living landscapes.
"These photos are a metaphor for the
changes we experience in life," Sharon
said.
Another thesis is on display all this
week in the Sacred Heart Gallery.
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What is the law?
A weapon to be wielded?

Or more than that?
A set of tools.
A creative approach.
A helping profession and collaborative process.

Explore the wide scope of the law
in a school devoted to the big picture.

CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCHOOL OF LAW | San Diego

What law school ought to bef

3779 Ocean Front Walk

- 2542 Hartford Street - 722 Santa Clara Place - 4784 Ingraham Street

Nearly $5,000,000 in business with USD families in March
Thank you for your
support and have a great
April! -SttJvO}Bfnu

USD Alum & RE/MAX Top Agent
www.SethOBy r ne.com
858.869.3940 direct cell
Seth@SethOByrne.com
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Low voter turn out in AS Elections; was student voice heard?
BY DAVINA COADY

How LSD Compares

STAFF WRITER

Members of Associated
Students are the voices for
the entire student body
They raise and tackle issues

•
•
•
•
i

In stark con-

that reflect what students want trast to college
and need on campus. They voting, according

22%

provide services and events to to the US Census
promote student involvement Bureau, in 2004

13.62%

13.82%

throughout the year. AS mem 64 percent of the
bers have a huge impact on the voting
USD student atmosphere.

popula
••

tion voted in the

1

i

Legend
2004 Presidential

if»r lH

Election

Whv choose to vote?

USD's voter
turn out

uency
c

1

Why choose to vote?

I voted in this year's AS elections because 1 had

Your vote is your voice. We're given these freedoms,

SDSU's voter

friends running for two positions and wanted to sup

so we should use them. We should vote for what we

turn out

port them.

w ant to see happen.

UCSD's voter

Internet voting

Internet Voting

turn out

Percentage of population
who voted in each election.

1

Best of all, these members presidential elec

I thought [the internet voting process for AS elec

Frankly. 1 like to do paper voting - when the pen is

tions] was great. It was easy to access and easy to

in your hand you have the power to check the box!

complete. The alignment of the candidates with their

I ' m a little more old school - 1 like the power of the

corresoondine
"bubbles' could have been a little less
1

pen. But internet voting is so accessible- people don't

confusing.

have to go anywhere [to vote].

Response to low voting numbers

Response to low voting numbers

"w

are elected, which gives stu tion. In this AS election, only to vote in the general election. because he has members of AS
The voting icon was even dis reach out to other student orga
dents a say in how the com 13.62 percent voted.
Just as the president of the played in bright red to make it nizations and rally their vote.
munity is run. They have the
power to elect candidates who United States governs the coun difficult for students to ignore. He believes this process and
SDSU and UCSD, the two Facebook work well.
best reflect their needs.
try, AS members help govern
A USD voting problem points
other main colleges in the San
Every year elections are held USD.

Students may not know a) what impact each AS

Most people are apathetic and into their social life.

leadership role has o n their individual experience at

Nobody wants to get involved. They don't realize how

USD. and b) how various candidates differ in their

much voting can affect everyday aspects of their life.

approach to these roles.

Suggestions to get more votes

"I don't think I would vote Diego area, also hold their AS to lack of awareness. Most stu
ficial positions within AS. Yet no matter what. I'd rather be elections online. Even with the dents claimed they didn't know
every year the voting numbers doing other things when I have easy accessibility and timeli about the AS elections.
"I saw posters and flyers all
free time," Megan Lenahan, ness of internet voting on unet,
are extremely low.

Suggestions to get more votes

to determine who will hold of

Since people, in younger classes mostly, arc so con

There needs to be clarification of w hat the relation

cerned with their social life, if it was centered around

ship is between AS and life for USD's student bod).

a popular activity (more people would vote]. If the

W hether that requires greater effort on AS* behalf or

voting was held at a dance and people w ere asked to

around campus saying to vote
"I did not know it was even a junior who also didn't vote, voting numbers are still low.
According to Stephanie Sa- for certain people. I didn't
going on, and I barely heard said.
anything about it," Nora
Most students don't care boian, an SDSU AS member, really think twice about them

greater interest on students behalf. 1 don't know. I

vote during the event [there would be a higher turn

would guess it's a mix o f both.

out].

O'Connor, a sophomore who who represents them in college only 13.82 percent of the stu because I didn't know what it
didn't vote in the elections, life. Colleges across the nation, dent body voted in the general was for or where you vote,'
said.
including USD, are acutely election. Even with a population Lenahan said.

FftgXrrfc- fforcfa/raAr
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Whv choose to vote?

Why choose to vote?

The few students who did

Of the 4,962 undergraduate aware of student voter apathy. of 32,259 students, their voter
students, 665 voted in the AS They have switched the voting turn out was only .2 percent vote only did so because friends
general election. Only 11 more process from voting in desig higher than USD. At UCSD 22 of theirs were running. Others
students voted in the initial pri nated locations to voting on the
mary election.

Internet voting

Internet voting

students 8.38 percent higher than USD, voting isn't enough to encourat USD were but UCSD AS representatives age a larger voter turn out, then
given the op still consider their numbers to what can colleges do to increase

this year it w as missing. So. how are we supposed to

tually had to physicallv vote, then number> would be

know w ho we're voting t o r 1 But it s a good process.

much lower.

No one would ever take time out of their day to d o it

Response to low voting numbers

21,

by hand.

Low voting numbers
1 believe some people didn't v ote because you look
at some candidates and know someone is already

|Low voting numbers is because of} lack of aw are
ness on behalf of the students. People don't know
what is going on.
C

V.

Suggestions to get more votes

going to win. For example, the \ ice President posi

Students should be encouraged to understand that

tions only had one person running. It's not like you

their vote actually aftects their lives as students at

candidates had be so low anymore, know what or providing food as an incen
been chosen I mean?" Harry Khanna, presi tive.
"I would vote if it could
from that elec dent of AS at UCSD, asked.

can vote to stop that single person from vv inning. But

USD.

One reason Khanna believes be done in the classrooms,"
had 24 hours UCSD's turn out is higher is O'Connor said.

minutes to v ote.

tion, students
X.

people running. Also, 1 know how the system works.

higher than previous years because of it. It people ac

if they were forced to during
on Unet. On tinue to face.
"I have no idea why voting class. They also recommended
March 27 after
the top two is so low. If I did, it wouldn't voting during social activities

general election

ning and w anted mv choice to be heard.

to read an online biography about the candidates, and

UCSD's voter turn out was

to be too low. Trying to figure out it?
Some students suggest they
vote in the pri how to get more students to
mary election vote is a challenge they con would be more likely to vote

not vote in the 2006 AS

for so long. 1 have been involved [in AS] and knew

If the introduction of internet

March

portunity

86.38% of students did

have to do it. 1 also knew some of the candidates run

It is very helpful. 1 think numbers are actually much

On
Percentage out of 4,962 USD undergraduate students.

lit previous years 1 voted because 1 have been on AS

Last year, before [voting on the internet] people had

internet.

LSD Voter Turnout

percent of the 21,369 students voted simply because they are
currently members of AS.
voted in the last AS elections.

1 voted primarily because 1 am on AS. so I kind of

if you don't vote you hav e nothing to complain about
[in relation to AS decisions]. It takes less than five
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Imus deserves forgiveness and a second chance
BYRAYAYALA
STAFF WRITER

Lately there has been talk of the Anna
Nicole Smith paternity testing, and what
the next step is when it comes to the war
in Iraq, but something recently just hap
pened that topped it all.
In New Jersey, Rutgers University
was celebrating a women's basketball
team overcoming huge odds and ad
vancing to the NCAA Championship
game against the University of Tennes
see. Though Rutgers fought hard, they
ended up losing to the bigger and more
talented Tennessee team. Unfortunately
though, this is where Don Imus comes
in.
Don Imus is known as a comedic man
and had a show on CBS radio that was
both broadcasted to a nationwide radio
audience and simulcasted on MSNBC
television. The "Imus in the Morning"
show was one of the most popular radio
shows in America.
On April 4, Don Imus, who is known
as a controversial radio show host, took
his comedy to a sickening level. As he
and his producer talked about the wom
en's basketball team, he said, "That's
some rough girls from Rutgers man,
they got tattoos and ..." before Imus
tould finish his producer said, "some
hardcore hos!"
Instead of stopping right there, Imus
decided to take this joke one step further

by stating, "That's some nappy-headed
hos man ..." After these remarks were
made, I was in shock. Though Imus is
known for his comedy, he has to realize
there are limits to how far he can take
it.

One simple word, if
offensive enough, could
kill your career no
matter how popular you
ar^
Imus was criticized harshly, and he
deserved every criticism he got. This
basketball team from Rutgers, was at
tacked and humiliated by a man who was
trying to make a joke on one of the most
popular morning shows in America.
After days of hearing arguments in
both directions, I thought to myself,
"How does this man not get fired?"
Some people think when he said the
words "nappy-headed hos," he was re
ferring to race, which could be true. I
instead think of this attack on women
in general. Though women's sports in
American society are not watched as
much as men's sports, this still gives
Imus no right to call these women hos.
The college athlete, whether black,
white, tall, short, male or female, works

his or her tail off to not only compete, but
also to succeed in school. Imus attacked
a group of hardworking individuals,
and for that I thought he most definitely
deserved to be fired and not have the op
portunity to gain another radio job.
I then decided to see what kind of
good there was in Imus before I rushed
to such harsh conclusions. Though Imus
has had a controversial past, he has also
done a lot of good for society.
In 1999, Don Imus founded the "Imus
Ranch," a charitable organization for
young cancer patients and also siblings of
SIDS victims. Imus also donates money
to various charities, and coincidentally
had his two-day fundraiser a week after
he made those offensive comments.
Imus took the next step and made prog
ress with his apologies by meeting with
the Rutgers women's basketball team at
the Mayor's Mansion in New Jersey.
During this emotion-filled meeting,
Imus apparently heard out the play
ers from the basketball team, which
included Rutgers' coach C. Vivian
Stringer. Coach Stringer told the media,
"We have accepted Mr. Imus' apology."
The day before, Imus lost his television
job with MSNBC, and the same day he
apologized he received the pink slip so
ciety wanted him to receive. Imus lost
his radio job with CBS.
This story shocked the nation and
has been national news for the last two
weeks. Don Imus is a man who had a

popular radio show before these com
ments. Now, because of three words,
he has lost his job and his career will
forever be tainted.
My final conclusion is that Imus
should not have been fired. He did ev
erything he could have possibly done
to try and fix this problem, and on top
of that, those he offended ended up ac
cepting his apology. I do not feel bad for
Imus (he will most likely take a job on
satellite radio), but I do feel bad for the
Rutgers' women's basketball team.
Imus has done his part, but instead of
letting the two sides figure it out, we had
Jesse Jackson and A1 Sharpton getting
involved and demanding Imus' firing.
The Rutgers' women's basketball team
is a courageous group of women, who,
instead of having the chance to reflect
on their remarkable season, had to deal
with negative attention they did not de
serve.
There is one main lesson I learned
from this news story as a communica
tions major with hopes of becoming a
sports broadcaster one day. That lesson
is: Live means live! One simple word, if
offensive enough, could kill your career
no matter how popular you are. If the
Rutgers' women's team can forgive
Imus for these comments, then I think
it is only fair that anyone offended can
forgive him as well. We have to watch
our words, but at the same time the abil
ity to forgive is just as important.

Torture victims suffer as a lost population

BY SARAH MILLER
OPINION EDITOR

The number of victims of torture
that live in the United States is at least
500,000. In San Diego county alone,
there are at least 11,000, according to the
local independent nonprofit organiza
tion Survivors of Torture, International.
These numbers designate people of all
ages who have been victims of physical,
psychological or sexual torture.
When considering the clandestine
nature of torture, and the lack of in
formation known to the general public
regarding consequences for torture
victims, this number is staggering and
shows an enormous population in the
world that needs to be addressed at a
greater level. Further funding, assis
tance and support should be given to
those organizations that work to serve
these victims.
Many survivors of torture do not
want their identities known for fear that
they may suffer retributive action from
the perpetrators of the torture.
This group of people is so discreet that
almost no true estimates of the actual
population exists across the country. In
fact, no other county in California has
an estimate of the survivors living in the
area.
Yet, with an administration that is

more forward about the torture abuses
that they inflict on prisoners of war and
other prisoners, it is imperative that
people understand the effects of torture
on the people who have suffered it.
Survivors suffer a wide variety of
symptoms including post traumatic
stress disorder, depression, sleep dis
orders including night terrors, paranoid
thoughts and drug abuse, to name a few.
From a psychological perspective, all of
these symptoms can have serious effects
on the basic functioning of a person.
In addition, aid for survivors is often
limited to physical ailments due to the
difficulty in voicing what happened to
them and fears of what might occur if
they do so.
This creates a situation where the
general population does not know
how to help or that there is a need, and
healthcare professionals are unable to
provide adequate service. Who does a
survivor of torture go to for help?
If we, as a society, continue to endorse
torture through the use of public prisons
using torture such as Guantanamo Bay
and Abu Ghraib, we too engender the
problems of this hidden population of
survivors.
Although I don't agree with the use
of torture, under the current administra
tion these political prisons are not going
to discontinue its practice. Thus, our
society needs to do a better job of as
sisting the torture victims through vari
ous means such as assiting in asylum
cases, helping to overcome the trauma
to which the victims have been subject
and training our health professionals to
provide adequate services. We must not
forget these lost populations.

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP*

KeyBank Education Loans
We're awarding $5,000
to five lucky winners one each month

School is a challenge. Paying for it shouldn't be. That's
why KeyBank offers the Federal Stafford Loan with great
borrower benefits, including:

from February to June.
Enter to win at

V

key.com/take5.

J

• Zero origination fees1
• 3.75% principal reduction2
• 0.25% interest rate reduction3
To select KeyBank as your lender, reference 813760
lender code when applying for federal loan funds through
your school.

Visit us online anytime at key.com/educate,
or call 1.800.KEY.LEND (1.800.539.5363).
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. EST

KeyBank
* For scholarship rules, visit key.comAake5
to change at lender's discretion.
2 Receive a 3.75% principal reduction after 36 consecutive on-time monthly payments. For loans serviced at GLHEC or AES.
Loans serviced at Sallie Mae continue to be eligible for the Sallie Mae borrower benefit program. Subject to change at
lender's discretion.
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with Stefanie Wray

There are powerful celestial forces at work in your everyday life. The world revolves around the Sun. The Sun is a star. Twelve
Star Signs representing different personality profiles interact with the Planets in predictable cycles. Astrologists are able to
translate the meaning found in each interaction to help explain the potential challenges and possibilities present in your life.
Aries (March 21-April 19) A burst of
energy will give you new drive to get
things done. Take advantage of this
vigor at its peak. Dust off that text book
and start highlighting away. A chapter a
night keeps the cram sessions at bay!

if if if
Taurus (April 20-May 20) Communi
cation comes easily to you now, so get
out and socialize while the words effuse
effortlessly. If you've been meaning
to have a talk with a certain someone
about you-know-what, now would be a
good time.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) You're living
in an age where, with a click of a button,
you have access to an infinite world of
knowledge. Use this rockin' digital interweb to network like crazy this week
and you'll see some career rewards in
the near future.

ifif

Cancer (June 22-July 22) If at first you
don't get your point across, try again.
To succeed, communication requires
that someone be listening. If they aren't
getting it, listen and try to understand
why. Afterwards try hitting them from
a different angle.

if if if if i r
Leo (July 23-August 22) Whoa there!

You're swelling with pride over a recent
success and you're just dying to share
the feeling with others. However, try to
resist the urge to be pompous in your
dealing with these mere mortals.
•••
Virgo (August 23-September 22) Good
company provides the charge that has
been missing from your life lately. The
jolt will put the smile back on your face
and you'll have plenty of energy to go
out and explore with your new found
friend.
•••
Libra (September 23-October 22) This
week you may feel like you are being
strapped to the rack. There are forces
pulling you in opposite directions and
your joints are beginning to feel the
strain. Be firm with someone who thinks
"no" means "maybe."
•••
Scorpio (October 23 - November
21) Sometimes it's nice to ride in the
backseat while someone else drives.
Abdicate the steering wheel on this one
and you'll be surprised how well they
handle the responsibility.

ififif
Sagittarius (November 22-December
21) You're cookin' something unusual
and delicious in that creative little mind

of yours and your friends can't wait for
a taste! Express yourself artistically this
week. You'll even surprise yourself!

ifif ifif if
Capricorn (December 22-January 19)
If you think of life as a Tibetan sand
painting, this recent disappointment
won't seem so important in the grand
scheme of things. This particular paint
ing was swept away; so what? You'll
begin a new, even lovelier one soon.

Aquarius (January 20-February 18)
You'll feel a lot better if you set aside
some time to relax. Make yourself a nice
meal, go for a nice long walk at sunset
and get a good night's sleep. When your
body is in tip top shape again, the mind
will follow.

ififif
Pisces (February 19-March 20) It isn't
that you are not paying attention, it's
just that you have so many things com
peting for your attention right now; it
may be hard to focus on only one for
too long. For the sake of your sanity, try
to weed out the unimportant.
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ACROSS
1. Celestial body
5. Editorial cartoonist
9. Tests for jrs.
13. Nanny Jane
14. Air of atmosphere
16. Wings of Mercury
17. Monumental
18. Baggy
19. Uncommon
20. Extreme in urban dictionary
21. Drunkard
22. Toiled
24. Pigeon shelter
26. Components of yards
27. Narnia lion
29. Eco-friendly celebration day
33. Change
34. 204 in old Rome
35. Specialty
36. Perish
37. Where the sea meets the sand
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38. Loma major, abbr.
39. Busy as
41. Purple lettuce
42. Play it
, Sam!
44. Issue discussed on 29-across
46. Variety of mollusca
47. African river
48. Plural pronoun
49. Package
52. Article
53. Many
57. Brainstorm
58. Artist's stand
60. Death notice
61. Remaining
62. Play or musical, eg
63. Tomato variety
64. Latin verb
65. Where to find some class material
66. Pronged animal
DOWN
1. Ooze into
2. Editor's fix
L
3. Dry
4. Activity on 29-across
S
0
5. Senator responsible for 29across
6. Astern
7. Wood or talk
8. Territories, abbr.
9. Indian flatbread
10. European ethnicity
11. Swiss stream
12. Readied a golf shot
15. Issue for 29-across
23. Allow
25. Rower's accessory
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26. To make, French
27. A criminal's excuse
28. Cowboy's moneymakers
29. French school
30. Night image
31. Sponsorship
32. Tall tale
33. Daunt
34. Rub the wrong way
37. Adept
40. One purpose of 29-across
42. Pub offering

43. First name of 5-down
45. Bruce or Robert E.
46. Disciples
48. Main idea
49. Big stack
50. Lemon drinks
51. Black and white officials, abbr.
52. Old Russian ruler
54. Woodwind
55. Something many students wish
they had more of
56. Celebrity
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Endangered species really in danger
BY BRIDGET DIXON
STAFF WRITER

With the annual celebration of Earth
Day on the horizon, it seems as though
President Bush has yet again refused to
join the environmentally-friendly fervor.
This sentiment comes in light of the
recent actions he has taken regarding
endangered species.
According to sources from the US De
partment of Fish and Wildlife, proposals
have been put into motion that would
curb the effectiveness of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973. This act currently
protects the habitats of over 1300 species
of plant and animal life that have been
adversely affected by human interactions
in the environment.
Regulation of the protection comes
from federally controlled departments,
but the new changes that Bush's admin
istration proposes would give the regula
tion authority of vulnerable species over
to states.
Additionally, the changes would seri
ously decrease the protection of these
species' habitats, opening up reserves
and other sheltered areas.
The news of these proposals has come
to public knowledge in a very subvert
manner, as this information is said to have
been "leaked" through various sources.
What I find confusing is why the
president and his administration feel they
need to cover up this potential legislation
change: perhaps guilt? Or maybe because
it further adds to the negative effects that
the Bush administration has had on any
kind of environmental policy, especially
regarding endangered species.
Juliet Eilpernin of The Washington

Post reports the number of species that
have been protected during the current
administration is 56, much lower than

"The number of
species that have been
protected during the
current administration
is 56-much lower than
the 521 protected
during Clinton's term,
253 during Reagan's

Rediscover
the joy of recess
Reno-Tahoe, the ultimate end to
another year of school

and 234 when Bush Sr.
was in the oval office,"
Juliet Eilpernin.

the 521 protected during Clinton's term,
253 during Reagan and 234 when Bush
Sr. was in the oval office.
I do not believe that this is evidence
that fewer species are getting into surviv
al trouble these days; rather, this shows
me the apathy that the federal govern
ment has for ecological issues.
As we get the opportunity to celebrate
the Earth this weekend, I think we need
to make sure that this apathy regarding
the environment is addressed. Also, in
thinking about our next leader of the fed
eral government, maybe we should make
conservation a more important topic for
presidential platforms.

After you've closed the books on another semester, treat
yourself to recess at a higher level, At Reno-Tahoe, you'll
find a place where action, entertainment and culture are
anything but textbook. You'll find mountains to bike and
hike, dozens of courses to golf, lakes to sail, rivers to fish,
and a world-class kayak course carving its way through a
downtown that's legendary for its entertainment and
and
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Rodriguez and Tarantino deliver
cinematic debauchery at its finest
Arts & Culture

April 19.2007

BY CLAY TOLBERT
STAFF WRITER

BY ANDREW MARZONI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
Editor's Note: I was recently inspired by an
article in the March 2007 issue of Esquire, en
titled, "The Drunken Philosopher" in which the
writer, Kendall Hamilton, seeks to explore the
relationship between alcohol and good litera
ture by writing a series of essays over the period
of an hour and a half while drinking heavily.
Thinking this was an interesting experiment, I
sought to undergo the same process. The follow
ing is the result, wholly unedited.

People often ask me, "Andrew, how do
you know whether or not music is truly good,
in the objective, transcendental sense?" Ac
tually, that is a complete lie. 1 have never
been asked that question in my life and
probably never will. However, if I were put
in such a situation, I would response with a
highly Socratic manner, asking, "How cool
does it look in iTunes Visualizer?"
It is my opinion that the iTunes Visual
izer is possibly the most important invention
ever created, vastly surpassing the wheel,
the printing press and the spork. I have spent
countless hours of my life (actually, if added
up, it might amount to days or weeks) star
ing at the iTunes Visualizer. Some naysayers may prefer to replace the verb "spent"
with "wasted," though, such a sentiment
proves to be little more than naivete. It is
without a doubt, as far as I'm concerned,
that if the iTunes Visualizer was conceived
a mere century ago, Einstein would have
developed the theory of relatively two de
cades earlier, AIDS would cease to pose any
threat to humanity, and the US would have
free, universal healthcare.
I know this may initially seem to be an
extremely radical viewpoint, but may I ask,
have you ever watched what happens to the
iTunes Visualizer while listening to Philip
Glass? I guarantee that buy the time you're
finished, you will either be an atheist or
have a newfound faith in God's imminent
existence. I am not kidding.
Maybe I am. But that's not important.
What is important is that the iTunes Visu
alizer is the key to determining whether or
not any given piece of music is objectively
brilliant (if such a designation exists, a
matter over which centuries' worth of aes
thetic critics have argued). If one song looks
cooler in iTunes Visualizer than another,
it is probably a better song. For instance,
many an Anglophilic music enthusiast has
asked, "Blur or Oasis?" iTunes Visualizer
tells us plainly, the answer is Blur. The Roll
ing Stones or The Beatles? The closeness of
competition is exemplified only in the slight
lead gained by the psychedelics of "Magical
Mystery Tour."
Perhaps saying that peace in the Middle
East can only be solved by an international
embracing of the iTunes Visualizer is a bit
hyperbolic. Perhaps it isn't. I'm sure it took
some time for electricity to catch on (actu
ally, I'm not sure of this at all). Only time
will tell.

My expectations for Quentin
Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez's
new double feature were high...
very high.
For more than a decade, the two
directors have made their name
off of films whose highly stylized
portrayal of sex and violence are
reminiscent of the exploitation
films they grew up admiring; a fact
neither director has ever ignored.
In "Grindhouse," named after
the theaters in the 70s that would
regularly show double features of
exploitation films, the two direc
tors get to do what has influenced
and emanated from their work for
years.
Complete with movie trailers
of fake exploitation films, "Grindhouse" is three hours and 20 min
utes of over-the-top violence, gore
and sexuality - but mostly just
violence and gore.
Rodriguez's film
"Planet
Terror" kicks off the experience.
Set in a small town in Texas, the
town's patrons have banded to
gether to fight off and survive a
rapidly emerging zombie plague.
The film mostly follows two
characters: El Wray and Cherry
Darling, played perfectly by
Freddie Rodriguez and Rose McGowan.
El Wray is a former soldier of
some kind, though exactly what
type goes unspecified, and Cherry
is his ex-girlfriend turned go-go
dancer; the two reunite to lead the
faction of human survivors.
Rodriguez, though he probably
stands no taller than five foot six,
is the best movie bada** to hit
screens for quite some time.
One of my favorite parts of the
entire movie is when El Wray is
denied a gun by the town sheriff.
This forces him to head into the
zombie nest of a town hospital to
rescue Cherry, who has had her
leg chewed off by the undead,
with nothing but a pair of butterfly
knives.
What ensues is a mosaic of
killing done to artistic perfection.

WWW.LAIST.COM

Quentin Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez's homage to exploitation cinema, "Grindhouse."

"Planet Terror" is fast moving, hilari
ous and gut-wrenchingly disgusting.
"Death Proof," Tarantino's feature,
is next. After sitting through "Planet
Terror" and four or so fake movie trail
ers there is no doubt the viewer is a
little tired.
Here is where Tarantino's film has
gotten most, if not all, of its criticism.
The first half of "Death Proof' is all
dialogue.
Though many have griped it ruined
the flow of a franticly exciting film, I
think it gives the viewers a chance to
collect themselves - as well as enjoy
Tarantino's signature, great dialogue.
However, from the moment it picks
up, following Stuntman Mike (Kurt
Russell) on his next quest to murder
three young women in a "Vanishing

Point" (a car film from the early
1970s) Dodge Charger, we are left
with the best car chase scene in
memory, an array of awe-inspiring
stunts and a perfect ending.
I don't know which of the films I
liked more. Tarantino's was slightly
less exploitation-like than I ex
pected, but was great nonetheless.
Rodriguez's was spot-on in the ex
ploitation department and equally
remarkable.
Go to this film expecting nonsen
sical, hyper-violent fun that never
for a moment takes itself seriously
and you will have the most fun at a
movie you've ever had. As I said, I
came into this with very, very high
expectations and it went beyond
them in every sense.

Modest Mouse brings more good news on sixth record
BY MAGGIE KLOS
STAFF WRITER

In their new album, "We Were
Dead Before the Ship Even Sank,"
Modest Mouse provides poignant
tunes backed by spirited vocals. The
new album is a mix of songs that
makes one want to bop their head,
cry in their pillow or just dance. The
album contains a certain mixture
of music that causes me to go on a
somewhat happy journey mixed with
a bit of sorrow and anger. Overall,
the completion of the album lifted

my spirits. Personally I found it thor
oughly enjoyable.
Modest Mouse continues to serve up
a variety of sound in this album. One
song sounds like a folk song, another
sounds extremely modem and almost
techno-like. They even take inspiration
from what sounds like Irish bagpipes, in
the track "Missed the Boat." Memorable
songs include the opening, "March the
Boat," in which lead singer Isaac Brock
combines a certain loud scream and silent
plea for some sort of something. The
second track, "Dashboard," along with
"Florida" are comparable to the upbeat

Modest Mouse classic, "Float On."
"Fire it Up," is another favorite due to
its rhythmatic vocals combined with
a unique sound. "We've Got Every
thing," has fast-paced singing with a
pleasingly contagious beat.
However, perhaps my favorite track
comes at the end in the song, "People as
Places as People." It has the traditional
Modest Mouse feel that I cherish. The
album is a mixture of complex titles
with a variety of lyrics and rhythms.
Overall, the album was very pleasing
to the ear. There are certainly no com
plaints of the songs being too similar.
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Irish tale of wartime woe invites tears
BY KIRBY BROOKS
STAFF WRITER

"With breaking heart when e'er I
hear the wind that shakes the barley."
The subject of the film "The Wind That
Shakes the Barley" is as heartbreaking
as the lyrics of the Celtic song from
which its title is inspired. These lyrics
convey the tragedy depicted in the story
of brothers Damien and Teddy during
both the Irish War of Independence and
the following Irish Civil War.
Damien, played by the film's most
recognizable actor, Cillian Murphy
("28 Days Later," "Red Eye"), is off
to London to study medicine while his
brother Teddy (Pedraic Delaney) will
remain in Ireland as an active member of
the Irish Republican Army. Just before
Damien's departure, he witnesses the

murder of a family friend who refuses
to state his name in English after being
ordered by a British soldier. The daily
acts of violence caused by the British
occupation of Ireland and the increas
ingly common displays of resistance
cause Damien to abandon his dream of
becoming a doctor to stay in Ireland and
fight for the cause.
The tensions between the British sol
diers, who are employed as part of the
Royal Constabulary Reserve Force's ef
forts to suppress the IRA, and the revolu
tionaries rise, culminating in a series of
guerilla wars between the two opposing
forces. Although director Ken Loach is
British, it is clear that his sympathies lie
with the Irish as countless acts of mind
less violence occur throughout the film.
"The Wind That Shakes the Barley" is
not nearly as graphic as the blood bath

that has come to optimize American
cinema, in fact no blood is even shown
when characters are shot. However,
there are scenes of torture that are more
psychologically difficult to watch, such
as when one IRA member has his finger
nails ripped out or when Damien's love
interest is nearly scalped by a British
soldier.
False hope is offered when a peace
treaty halts the war, because the treaty
signals the beginning of the Irish Civil
War and also the war between brothers.
Teddy is in favor of the treaty because of
its promise for peace and subsequently
becomes involved in the organization
of the newly installed Irish Free State
while Damien does not agree with the
terms of the treaty and maintains that the
already oppressed in Ireland will simply
have a new oppressor. Essentially the

Irish Free State army replaces the Brit
ish army in a war against the IRA, and
Teddy and Damien become enemies.
The final scenes of "The Wind That
Shakes the Barley" are simultaneously
gut wrenching and desolate; however
there is a definite lull in the narrative be
tween the two wars. The audience roots
for peace when the Irish War of Inde
pendence ends, yet the scenes before the
Irish Civil War begins are almost trivial
and lack the spirit and sadness of the rest
of the film.
Running just over two hours, the film
drags on; a few scenes could be cut with
out impacting the film as a whole. "The
Wind That Shakes the Barley" is never
theless a triumph for both director Ken
Loach and actor Cillian Murphy, truly
deserving the Palme d'Or award it won
at this year's Cannes Film Festival.

Indian film outdoes "Garden State" as predecessor
BY SAM WOOLLEY
STAFF WRITER

Few people remember watching
"Garden State" the day it was released
in theaters, though underground movie
lovers and Zach Braff-ophiles hailed it
as an instant success from the start. As
people began to catch on and the film
became mainstream, the indie-movie
fiends who had first championed it
quickly wrote it off as a contrived
drama that bastardized the music on its
soundtrack.
Ever since the "Garden State"
fiasco, independent film snobs have
been wary of low-budget films that

include a midlevel actor and a decent
soundtrack. This being the case, they
broke out their magnifying glasses of
doubt when they heard about a sort of
Indian version of "Garden State" being
released in theaters.
The film is "The Namesake," and
is an adaptation of Jhumpa Lahiri's
masterful book of the same name. It
tells the story of an Indian couple who
move from Calcutta to the East Coast
to begin a new life and raise their chil
dren.
Much like "Garden State," this
movie has the ability to hit viewers
straight in the heart and keep them
wanting more. It is a subtle drama that

includes just enough comedy to keep
things lively while at the same time
bringing a constant flood of tears from
the majority of moviegoers. Both films
are well enough written and acted to
bring out a larger crowd then most
indie films.
Kal Penn is _ the movie's white
knight. Though Penn is famous for his
comedic roles in dude-bro comedies
such as "Van Wilder" and "Harold
and Kumar Go to White Castle," he
pulls off drama without a hitch. Bol
lywood star Tabu plays Penn's mother
and Irrfan Khan plays his father, both
doing a superb job.
The film, like the novel, maintains a

key theme of the beauty of the parentchild bond. The relationship Penn and
his sister maintain with their parents
is a tumultuous one, but one that ul
timately stands to send a substantial
message to viewers in the end.
There is no "Garden State" scrutiny
necessary here; the film has come off
on a good foot with critics and is a
mature enough drama that it will not
run into the same problems of cliche
as Braff's film.
This being said, if you liked "Garden
State" from the get go, you will really
like "The Namesake." And as far as
I'm concerned, there is nothing wrong
with that at all.

Editor's Picks Event Calendar
What are you
listening to?

April 19-25

This is where we tell you
what should be on your
iPod

Thursdav. April 19
"The Laramie Project" @
USD Black Box Theatre
C131
Fridav. April 20
Jet @
House of Blues
1055 5th Ave.
San Diego, CA 92101
(21+)

Christie Osborne's
Top 10 Side Projects
The Traveling Wilburys
The Raconteurs
Gnarls Barkley
The Minus 5
Gorillaz
The Postal Service
The New Amsterdams
N.E.R.D.
The New Pornographers
Broken Social Scene

Andrew Marzoni's
Top 10 Side Projects
Desaparecidos
The Postal Service
The Good Life
Broken Social Scene
The Rentals
Some Girls
Billy Bragg & Wilco
Primal Scream
Quasi
Vetiver

"Hot Fuzz"-opens @
Landmark La Jolla Village Cinemas
8879 Villa La Jolla Dr.
La Jolla, CA 92037
Saturday. April 21
The Blood Brothers @
Brick By Brick
1130 Buenos Ave.
San Diego, CA 92110
(21+)

Tuesdav. April 24
The Lemonheads @
The Casbah
2501 KettnerBlvd.
San Diego, CA 92101
(21+)
Wednesday. April 25
Autolux @
The Casbah
2501 KettnerBlvd.
San Diego, CA 92101
(21+)
Sean Lennon @
Belly Up Tavern
143 S. Cedros Ave.
Solana Beach, CA 92075
(21+)

Th6 Vista amarzoni@usdvista.com

Arts & Culture

"Cassadaga" is a darn good listen
Christie Osborne writes about how awesome Conor Oberst is ... again

Some experts have declared the CD
dead and archaic in the wake of the dig
ital revolution. Artists have taken steps
to entice fans to actually purchase a
physical copy of the album - some art
ists like equally praised and maligned
outfit Bright Eyes. "Cassadaga," the
seventh full length release on Saddle
Creek from this Omaha troupe, appears
like an artist's static representation of
white noise, but inside, the listener can
find a "spectral decoder" that illumi
nates the ghostly world of the album,
Ouija board style. This trick alone is
worth the cost of the album.
Musically the album is pretty stan
dard issue indie folk rock upon first
listen, almost to the point of disappoint
ment after the 2005 release, "I'm Wide
Awake It's Morning" and the build up
of the "Four Winds" EP.
However, the power of the album
lays not so much with the songwriting
as with the production. The fact that
nearly 30 songs were recorded for this
' WWW.MYSPACE.COM/BRIGHTEYES
album demonstrates leading man Conor
Bright
Eyes
reclaims
the
hearts
of
teenage
girls
everywhere
with "Cassadaga."
Oberst has no want for material. How
ever, the key to the songs that made cumbersome opening track (a Bright his early work—but this time the
the cut is the slick production by band Eyes tradition), "Clairaudients" sets despair is less solipsistic, and the
member and sound engineer extraor the spectral stage and allows for a music and lyrics speak to maturity
dinaire Mike Mogis and the arrange smooth and accessible transition into and profound questioning.
Oberst kisses off an older woman
ment of the strings and woodwinds by the rest of the album.
newest full time Bright Eyes member
The songs reek of apocalyptic ap (who may or may not be ex-beau
Nate Walcott.
prehensions, ethereal experiences and Winona Ryder) in "Classic Cars,"
The orchestral tones on the dissent experimental spirituality, but fail to where he mocks her preachy and con
ing "No One Would Riot for Less," come full circle—a theme shoved down descending duplicity. Finally, "Soul
desperate "Make a Plan to Love Me," the listener's throat during most songs. Singer in the Session Band" returns
and Dust Bowl-esque "Middleman" The first single, "Four Winds," with its to the cathartic themes of songs past
save the tracks from falling into the punchy violin and gentle melody, por starring a singer as the tortured and
overflowing pile of Oberst acoustic trays the imminent anthro-driven end exposed artist, but this time brings
rants. It appears that, like 2002's of the world. Plus, what other song in more veiled industry references.
"Lifted," Conor has opened his doors could so deftly talk about the "Whore Although "Cassadaga" may not be
again to a growing band of musicians, of Babylon?" On "If the Brakeman the proverbial epic album that most
but this time, Mogis knew what to do Turns My Way" Oberst again throws were expecting, it still has a place in
with them. The slick production of the his guts on the table—reminiscent of the Bright Eyes catalog.

The Kaisers Chiefs produce a strong second showing
The Kaiser Chiefs have never been
a band that takes itself extremely seri
ously. When they perform live, their
goofy on-stage presence and comical
statements between songs make one
realize that although they are often
lumped into a genre with pretentious
and serious artists, they don't bring it
on stage.
When one looks at their lyrics in
the tongue-in-cheek song, "Everyday
I Love You Less and Less" such as,
"I can't believe once you and me did
sex/It makes me sick to think of you
undressed/Since everyday I love you
less and less," it seems like they are
written by a blunt, bitter teenager. At
other times, however, their music actu
ally acts somewhat as a commentary
on modem living such as in their song
"Modern Way."
Continuing in this tradition of up

The Shins compell this
writer to make a list
STAFF WRITER
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tempo and fun music, the Kaiser
Chiefs released their second major LP,
"Yours Truly, Angry Mob" on March
27. This album contains a mix of sim
ilar sounds from their original album
"Employment" which produced hits
like "I Predict a Riot" and "Modern
Way" as well as some slower, more
downtrodden tracks. This album has
its fair share of fun music that suits
parties and moments of relaxation
much like its predecessor, however
it also has several songs that contain
social commentaries, like "We are the
Angry Mob" and "Everything is Aver
age Nowadays."
Their first single from the album,
"Ruby," has already reached No. 1
on the British charts and No. 18 on
their American counterparts and has
become a staple on modem alternative
radio stations like 94.9 and 9IX. As
a fun song that one can bob their head
and sing along with, this song is a
very good follow-up to its counterpart

"I Predict a Riot" from the Chiefs'
previous album.
Although a solid showing, the
album does have some holes with
a few weaker songs such as "Highroyds" and "Thank You Very Much;"
their mediocre lyrics make listeners
want to roll their eyes rather than
sing along. Not that this should be
unexpected from a band who likely
spends more time writing their up
beat chords than honing in on their
lyrical quality, but at times it does
diminish from the overall quality
of music. Overall, the album is a
great follow-up to their original and
comes out with more of the same
themes and sound from "Employ
ment," although at times feels as if
it lacks originality. Although I am
generally against cherry-picking
songs from albums to download,
this album might as well have left
out a couple of tracks, and you may
want to do the same.

Standing amidst an equally anxious and
sweaty crowd at Soma last Thursday, I came
to several earth-shatteringly profound real
izations. I'd like to assume that three hours
of waiting for James Mercer and his gang
of Indie darlings produced more than stiff
knees.
1) Viva Voce rocks the mic like a vandal:
Openings bands have always been in a
precarious position. Fortunately for opener
Viva Voce, an overwhelming majority of
the audience showed up an hour before they
took the stage. And fortunately for the au
dience, we showed up an hour before they
took the stage. The Portland-based rock
duet served up an incredibly enthusiastic
and entertaining set. The husband and wife
combo, Kevin and Anita Robinson, played
an hour-long set that featured a number of
tracks off their fourth album, "Come Get Yr
Blood Sucked Out." Considering the bands'
appearance was announced hours before the
show, it was quite the treat for a surprised
audience who'd never heard of the group.
But for the record, I secretly credited myself
with several indie-cred points for owning
Viva Voce's earlier album.
2) Predicting audiences should be a li
censed science: I cannot count the number
of times I've sworn on my roommate's pos
sessions that I had the audience all staked
out - and then failed miserably. The Shins
show only proved my hypothesis. While the
extreme success they've found since Zach
Braff's "Garden State" immortalization can
account for a more diverse audience, I was
still wildly surprised by the make-up of the
fans. Maybe I am naive, but between the
prepubescent soccer team (accompanied
by their mothers), a Canadian, tuxedo clad
woman and a balding business man with
his infant, I will no longer assume anything
about a crowd before I see them with my
own eyes.
3) Patience is a virtue: This rule is doubly
true at concerts. I believe we all can offer a
number of stories testifying to extreme wait
times at concerts. And as I stood for several
hours, knees buckling and face perspiring,
I returned to my tired routine of bashing
rock stars for making me wait. You've got
to hand it to them though. They know how
to push you to the absolute brink of anger
just before relieving your temper by danc
ing onto the stage. Come to think of it, that
should be a science as well. Nonetheless,
once they take the stage, just as the Shins
did, you forget all about your troubles and
relapse into decibel-induced comas.
4) The Shins are exceptional live. Really:
Maybe it's James Mercer's permanently
stoic demeanor. Maybe it's the self-proclaimed mission statement against "chang
ing anyone's life." But for whatever reason,
The Shins have carried a less-than-exceptional reputation for their live shows. Let
me be the first to deny this accusation. In
their passionate and personal performance,
they featured every song the audience
could've have wished for. From the quirky
stage antics of the opening song "Sleep
ing Lessons" off their newest album to the
encore performance of an alternate version
of "Caring is Creepy," it was obvious that
the Shins came to play. They poured all they
had into an incredibly satisfying set.
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Kings of Leon revitalize seventies rock tradition
BY SAM WOOLLEY
STAFF WRITER

I can't really say that I remember
much of the 60s or 70s, not because I
was dropping acid the whole time with
Ken Kesey, but because I wasn't alive
yet. The only thing I really have to
understand this coveted gem of a time
period is its art, and more directly, its
music.
I've long loved the creativity spawned
from these years, often epitomized
by American counterculture rising up
against an unjust war and other malatributes of "The Man."
Until recently I could safety say that
the majority of contemporary bands
I listened to just didn't measure up; I
was still stuck in my past life as Marc
Boland, a victim of a botched reincarna
tion job.
Then the neo-rock revolution hap
pened. B ands like The Strokes, The Vines
and The [insert catchy noun here] began
to slightly appease my disenchanted
ears. I continued deafly on until the day I
first heard the album "Youth and Young
Manhood" by Kings of Leon.
Sure, it was slightly rough around
the edges, but it was everything I had
been looking for. The Kings of Leon,
the three sons and nephew of a preacher,
saved my damned soul.
This was supposed to be a simple
album review, offering my amateur criti

cism of the Kings' newly-released third
record "Because of the Times." How
ever, I've felt the need to set the mood
with a selfish testimony before I tell you
why this new album is so good, because
indie-rock junkies are scorning it.
"Because of the Times" has received
criticism from people who pretend to
know what they are talking about, but
I hold it to be the breakout album of the
Followill boys.
People are likening the Kings' new
stuff to a southern garage version of
U2, but I think their new sound goes
way deeper than Bono sauced on Jack
Daniels.
While seeking to redefine them
selves, just like all the indie bands on the
cusp of stardom are doing (The Shins,
Modest Mouse), they've stumbled on a
new sound that could be likened to Little
Feat meets The Pixies.
I'll admit, at first I wasn't too hot on
this new direction, but after a few listens
I am in awe. The Kings have what all
current bands seem to lack, a real sound
that isn't attempting to be something it's
not. They are bringing back rock, in its
true form of nonchalance, which is why
it works.
Songs "Black Thumbnail," "True
Love Way," "Ragoo" and "Fans" are the
highlights of the album. The album's first
single, "On Call," is good but certainly
not the album's best and not a song by
which to judge the rest.

3rd Month FREE!
Call for more details and reserve your space today!
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Nathan, Caleb, Jared and Matthew Followill of Kings of Leon.

Yes, the opening song is a sevenminute indulgence featuring Caleb sing
ing about defying authority and running
away to have a baby with his old lady,
but it works. In this day and age only the

Kings are capable of getting away with
such subjects without sounding cliche.
They are currently on tour and you can
catch them at Coachella if you are lucky
enough to have tickets.
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Author John Brockman addresses dangerous ideas in new book
"What

Is
Dangerous
Your Idea?" encourages the radical asking of questions

BY STEFANIE WRAY
STAFF WRITER

What Is Your Dangerous Idea?
by John Brockman
301 pp. Harper Perennial.
$14
What makes an idea dangerous? Kai
Krause, one of the 108 authors found
in John Brockman's new book, "What
is Your Dangerous Idea?" writes that,
"danger is ubiquitous. If recent years
have shown us anything, it should
be that very simple small events can
cause havoc in our society. A few
hooded youths play cat-and-mouse
with the police: Bangl, thousands of
burned cars put all of Paris into a state
of paralysis and mandatory curfew and
the entire system into a state of shock
and horror."
All it takes is a rebel of some kind,
an intellectual rogue who doesn't mind
asking questions many have implicitly
agreed should never be asked to throw
a well established paradigm of thought
into a storm of uncertainty and leave
it vulnerable to that terrifying thing
known as change.
Our understanding of the universe
and our relationship with its forces has
been immeasurably enriched by such
thinkers. Copernicus blurred the line

between heaven and earth. Darwin
married Homo sapiens to the rest of
the animal kingdom. Einstein changed
the way we think about the fabric of
space and time.
In this book, Brockman acts as
proctor to a symposium of dangerous
thoughts and ideas of many leading
authorities in the fields of physics,
psychology, biology, philosophy and
religion.
The text seems to take on the "South
Park" attitude, everyone should dis
agree with some of the viewpoints. An
equal-opportunity offender, he seems
to say, "We're sorry if we've left you
out." Sections proclaiming, "Every
thing is Pointless," "We Are Entirely
Alone" and "Science Must Destroy
Religion" are quickly followed by
others entitled "Science Will Never Si
lence God" and "Religion Is the Hope
That is Missing in Science."
These sections make arguments
one way or another for the existence
of God and the relevance of science to
the debate.
Other authors like Carolyn Proco, a
planetary scientist at the University of
Arizona, even go so far as to state that
she looks forward to a time in which
people will worship science with the
same fervor they do God. She jokes
that at the end of a homily about grav
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ity, "'Hallelujah!' they will sing, 'May
the force be with you!"'
Questions about the existence of
God and the soul are rather prevalent
in the text since we are living in the
age of science and technology, but
many other hot topics are addressed as
well.
Paul Davies, a physicist at Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia,
Gregory Benford, a physicist at UC
Irvine and Oliver Morton, editor of
Nature magazine, give their takes on
global warming.
Benford offers interesting, alter
native ideas about how to reduce
carbon emissions such as "hiding the
carbon" by floating excess corn cobs
and stalks down the Mississippi river
and dropping them deep into the ocean
(below the thermocline layer) where
the carbon wouldn't resurface into the
air for over a thousand years. Think
that sounds crazy? This book is a gold
mine of such thoughts.
Overall, the reader will appreciate
the cohesive layout of the different
essays. I think Brockman did a won
derful job placing opposing theories
right next too each other as well as in
keeping a fluid movement of thought
throughout the text.
The book is like a good conversation
that keeps evolving and developing as

it progresses, only there are no definite
conclusions made.
Because of the spectrum of subject
matter, I think this book appeals to a
varied audience of thinkers, especially
college students.
Anyone interested in going on to
graduate school might even want to
just flip through and take a look at all
of the professors doing research on
some of the ideas mentioned.
But even if you aren't a student,
it's an extremely interesting read that
will make you rethink some ideas you
might have accepted as fact.
In the afterword Richard Dawkins
writes, "yesterday's dangerous idea
is today's orthodoxy and tomorrow's
cliche."
Someday the things we accept as
fact will be looked upon with either
nostalgic amusement or pedantic con
tempt.
Perhaps then, it's a good idea to start
looking forward. What is your danger
ous idea? Do you have the courage to
ask the question aloud?
If this book strikes your fancy, you
might also enjoy:
"What We Believe But Cannot
Prove," by John Brockman; "Einstein:
His Life and Universe," by Walter
Isaacson; "Prey," by Michael Crichton.
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Media
personalities
should account
for themselves

BY PATRICK BRADY
SPORTS EDITOR

In the wake of the Don Imus con
troversy involving the Rutgers wom
en's basketball team, it occurs to me
that issues of morality have become
a strangely common occurence in
collegiate athletics in the last couple
years. However, these issues have
proven to have very little to do with
athletics and everything to do with
the media and public's perception of
right and wrong.
Of course, I agree that Imus' state
ments were deplorable and worthy of
expulsion, but as an observer to the
news coverage surrounding this con
troversy, I must protest at the pros
pect of having news correspondents
tell us who's good and who's bad.
Let's be honest, for all we know
the people on the other side of the
camera or recorder are just as ma
ligned as the people they attack. One
person who's no stranger to contro
versy and was one of the main voices
in the campaign to remove Imus
from radio and television is the Rev.
A1 Sharpton.
Now, normally I wouldn't take
issue with this circumstance, con
sidering Imus opened himself up to
criticism, however does it have to be
Sharpton that informs the public and
leads the outcry for justice?
In case you forgot, this isn't the
first time Sharpton has been the
spokesperson for social equality,
indirectly linked to college athletics.
Sharpton was also at the forefront of
the Duke Lacrosse scandal, wasting
no time asserting the guilt of the de
fendants without the existence of any
clear cut evidence that would convict
them.
Now that "60 Minutes" has cleared
the name of the three defendants and
District Attorney Nifong has admitted
that there is no evidence to support
the accuser's claims, I think it's time
for Sharpton to take accountability
for his own verbal misgivings.
It is this editor's opinion that before
we enable media personalities like
Sharpton to advocate on the public's
behalf, we should evaluate their track
record in order to avoid the presence
of hypocrisy. The fact that Sharpton,
who in truth is no more ethical than
Imus would act as judge, jury and
executioner is appalling considering
that he is yet to issue a public apol
ogy to the Duke Lacrosse players he
so fervently attacked in the media
without just cause.
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Toreros rebound after UCR loss
BY RAY AYALA
Staff Writer
The Toreros got their bats off their
shoulders this past weekend, posting
25 runs and dominating the visiting
Portland Pilots in a three game sweep.
The crowd came out for all of three
games at Cunningham Stadium this
week, and the support for the Torero
baseball team continues to grow.
The Toreros started off this week
with a game against UC Riverside.
They jumped out to a big lead, but
what began as a big sixth-inning for
Riverside grew into an 8-7 lead. The
Toreros could not get the lost runs
back and eventually ended up losing to
Riverside 8-7.
The Toreros had a series with Port
land coming up after Riverside, and
they came into this weekend series
focused and prepared. On Friday, USD
got a typical start from their ace, Brian
Matusz. Matusz pitched eight innings,
giving up one unearned run and strik
ing out 13.
Matusz continues to lead all of
NCAA baseball with an outstanding
119 strikeouts in 81 innings pitched.
Justin Snyder and Josh Romanski both
had three hits each, and Shane Buschini and Jordan Abruzzo added three
RBIs each to lead the Torero offensive
charge.
On Saturday pitcher Josh Romanski
continued his dominance of late, and
went eight innings and gave up only
one run. Shane Buschini, who had
two more RBIs, led the offense attack
for the Toreros. The Toreros finished
off another starters gem and took the
series with a 7-1 win over the Portland
Pilots.
On Sunday, the Toreros' bats ex
ploded once again. Shane Buschini had
a great game, and hit two moon-shot
homeruns. The Toreros finished out
the series with a 10-2 win, and Matt
Couch got his sixth win of the season.
Second baseman Justin Snyder leads
the team in hits and batting average.
He was upset by the tough loss against
Riverside, but explained how the team
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Matt Couch solidified the series sweep of Portland going six innings and giving up two
runs on five hits with five strike outs, improving to 6-2 on the season.

used that loss in a constructive way.
"All Tuesday games are tough, but
that loss was a good kick-start for
this weekend series against Portland,"
Snyder said.
Snyder also likes what he sees in
both the pitching staff and the hitting.
"We have been playing really good
games, swinging the bats well, and it is
obvious that our pitching staff is amaz
ing," senior rightfielder Shane Bus
chini said. "Tuesday games are very
tough, Riverside just edged us out, but

we were able to get some good league
wins against Portland."
Buschini continues to hit bombs
and leads the West Coast Conference
in homeruns.
The Toreros play a Tuesday game
against the SDSU Aztecs, and then
travel to LMU to continue league play.
The Toreros are making their stretch
run right now, and they are fighting for
the WCC crown as well as their second
straight birth in the NCAA tourna
ment.

Men's tennis stuggles to find its groove
Toreros lose season finale with San Diego State
BY ANDY KAESTLE
STAFF WRITER

The USD men's tennis team has
struggled through its last four games of
the regular season schedule. This past
Saturday, San Diego State played host
to a determined Torero team.
"We were so confident we were
going to pull it out today," senior Matt
Ozurovich said. "We had great prac
tices all week but we just didn't play
our best tennis."
The Toreros are having a hard time
finding their groove on the road, losing
all seven of their road matches this
season.
The Toreros started the match on
the wrong foot, losing a much needed

doubles point in what turned out to be
a heated battle with the Aztecs.
"We had several match points in
doubles that would have given us the
point but we couldn't execute," junior
Thomas Liversage said. "To lose the
first point is tough."
Following some close calls that fell
in the Aztecs favor, USD appeared to
unravel. After leading in their doubles
match 7-3, Liversage and his partner
Chris Coetzee were shut down by the
impressive and highly ranked Aztec
pairing of Dickhardt and Groh, eventu
ally losing 7-9.
"To lose the doubles point by that
margin is really discouraging," Liver
sage said.
The Aztecs have played solid tennis

all season. Although most of the match
es were fairly close, the Toreros lost
five of six matches with SDSU with the
lone win from Charl Wolmarans.
"The opportunities were there but
we couldn't execute when it really
counted," Ozurovich said (in regards
to the team's performance).
The Toreros are eager to match up
in the WCC tournament starting tomor
row.
"We should get to the finals and play
Pepperdine, that is our goal. We are
hoping to pull some upsets and get into
the NCAA tournament," Ozurovich
said.
The Toreros are ranked 4th in the
WCC and 62 overall going into the
tournament.

The Vista

pbrady@usdvista.com

Sports

April 19,2007

23

Another Torero earns WCC Co-Pitcher of the Week honors
Josh Romanski discusses baseball, the future and the importance of family
BY JUSTIN SAKS

Baseball named him the WCC Fresh
man of the Year and a Freshman AllAmerican. With his play this season,
When Josh Romanski committed to he has picked up right where he left
San Diego, the Padres were hoping it off.
was going to be with them. With the
Romanski was recently named the
talent, desire and passion for the game WCC Pitcher of the Month for March
that Romanski possesses, it wouldn't when he went 3-0 with a 1.17 era while
have been unreasonable for him to holding opponents to a .137 batting
make the jump from high school to the average in four starts. He kept the fire
Major Leagues.
alive in April when, for the week of
The Padres selected Romanski in April 9, he was named the WCC Cothe 15 round of the 2005 Major League Pitcher of the Week.
Baseball draft hoping to sign the
"I just try to go out and work hard in
Southern California native. They knew between games and prepare myself for
he had the make-up to eventually be a every individual opponent," Romanski
productive player at a high level. They said.
During a recent game against Cal
were hoping he was going to be wear
ing a San Diego uniform.
State Fullerton, Romanski had some
The Padres were not far off, because extra swagger in his step for good
today he is playing baseball at a high reason.
He started the game and pitched
level. He is also wearing a San Diego
uniform, but it is not sand and navy eight solid innings before exiting to
play the field where he closed out the
blue. Instead, it is a Toreros uniform.
game
and had two hits.
"I felt that coming to college would
"My grandparents were there and
give me the time to mature as a baseball
player and as a person. A lot of people they saw me play for the first time in
just want to play pro ball. I want to play 10 years, so that was kind of special,"
10 years in the big leagues, and I think Romanski said.
Clearly, family plays a pivotal role
coming to college is the best way to
in Romanski's life. He credits his dad
prepare me for that," Romanski said.
The entire Torero baseball team for a lot of his success.
"My dad coached me from when I
would not want it any other way. Ro
manski is a huge reason why the To was four up to 16 so he has been my
reros are having such a great season. biggest influence," Romanski said.
The biggest obstacle that Romanski
He contributes to the team in every
way possible by taking the ball as the has had to overcome was not his 0 for
starting pitcher, covering ground in the 33 streak at the plate during his junior
outfield or making noise with his bat year. It wasn't even his senior year in
high school when he set the school
as a designated hitter.
record
for strikeouts.
"One of the reasons I came to USD
"It was definitely my mom's battle
was because here I could both pitch
with breast cancer when I was young
and be a hitter," Romanski said.
He is currently second on the team er. She had the cancer twice and it was
with a .331 batting average. He also really hard for not only me but also my
leads USD starting pitchers with a family to overcome," Romanski said.
Fortunately, the cancer has been in
2.62 earned run average. In 12 appear
ances he has a 6-1 record, one win shy remission for 10 years now and hope
of the team lead held by fellow sopho fully it will stay that way.
One can only hope that Romanski
more and strikeout aficionado Brian
continues his torrid play both on the
Matusz.
Romanski is creating attention na mound and at the plate. He plays the
tionally as well. Last year Collegiate game with his heart and appreciates
STAFF WRITER
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Romanski posts a team best 2.62 ERA with opposing batters hitting a mere .191
average against him.

everything he has been given in life,
not only his baseball talent but his
family as well.
He definitely has a bright future in
baseball and is on his way to becom

ing a major leaguer. Maybe come draft
day in 2008 when Romanski is eligible
again, the Padres will finally be able to
get him wear that sand and navy blue
uniform.

Women's tennis concludes a season of injuries and near misses
BY MARK HEISEY
COPY EDITOR

The women's tennis team suffered a
tough loss to the San Diego State Aztecs'
last Tuesday by a score of 6-1 in their
final match of the season. The Toreros'
Monica Wiesener, who is still recovering
from a sprained ankle early in the season,
secured the team's only point in singles,
defeating the Aztecs' Alesya Vidov 7-5,
6-2.

"I've been getting back into it. I'm
playing better each match. It's not 100
percent, but I can move a lot better now,"
Wiesener said.
Samantha Mouly and Helene Lindstrand of the Toreros won their doubles
match, defeating the Aztecs' Vidov and
Milana Yusupov 8-5.
"I think I'm playing better with [Lindstrand]," Mouly said. "I'm pretty confi
dent."
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Alexandra Demidova and Justine Perl lost a hard fought match at no.3 doubles, 10-8.

The Toreros were unable to capture
another doubles match. The Aztecs'
Eliska Krausova and Sisse Nielson de
feated USD's Wiesener and Sophia Vogt
8-2, and the Aztecs' Holly Bagshaw and

Kathryn Kitts defeated Justine Perl and
Alexandra Demidova 10-8.
Lindstrand took Bagshaw three sets,
but was defeated by a score of 6-4, 3-6,
10-8 (tiebreak). After taking the first set

in a tiebreak and the first game of the
second set from Nielson, USD's Zoe
Taylor retired due to an ankle injury.
In other singles, Krausova defeated
Mouly 6-3,6-4, Yusupov defeated Demi
dova 6-1, 7-5 and the Aztecs' Esther
Cadua defeated Perl 6-0, 6-0.
The Toreros finished a disappointing
season with a record of 6-14. Injuries,
leading to frustrating losses and an everchanging roster, worked against the team
for most of the season.
The Toreros improved to win four out
of their last seven matches, despite not
being back to full health. Coach Sherri
Stevens would like to demonstrate how
far the team has come this Saturday in
the WCC Championships at Pepperdine.
"We lost to three teams in our confer
ence who we normally don't lose to while
we were injured. I think we're looking
forward to [the Championships]," Ste
vens said.
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